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The 
Revolution 
besieged 


August 17, 1977 


For the Ethiopian Revolution and 
against imperialist encirclement 
and dismemberment 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 

In Ethiopia today, a broad and profound social revolution has 
demolished centuries-old feudal oppression and is bringing the 
masses of workers and peasants into intense struggle and 
organization on behalf of their class interests. 

The military council leading this revolution, known as the Derg, 
has ‘‘cut the umbilical cord to imperialism,” as head of state Lt. Col. 
Mengistu Haile Mariam said in his recent talk to the Organization 
of African Unity. 

U.S. imperialism and the reactionary Arab regimes are mobilizing 
tocrush the Ethiopian Revolution and are coordinating their efforts 
to strangle and dismember Ethiopia before the Revolution can 
proceed any further. 

“The working class, the national liberation movements and 
progressive people as a whole ought to give full, unstinted, and 
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unambiguous support to the Ethiopian Revolution," wrote Sam 
Marcy, chairman of Workers World Party, in a WWP discussion 
document on July 18, 1977. "The Ethiopian Revolution is one of the 
truly great events on the African continent and is likely to exert even 
wider political influence." 


FEUDALISM UPROOTED 

Since the overthrow of Haile Selassie in 1974, the balance of class 
forces in Ethiopia has been moving decisively to the left. Before the 
Revolution, Ethiopia, the third largest country in Africa, was ruled 
by a feudal aristocracy based on land tenancy—in other words, land 
slavery. These feudal lords were willing collaborators with im- 
perialism; Ethiopia under Emperor Haile Selassie was the leading 
recipient of U.S. military aid in Africa. 

Illiteracy was over 90 percent, one of the highest rates in the. 
world, and life expectancy was only 38.5 years. Poverty was absolute, 
and the vast majority of the peasants lived barely above the star- 
vation level in the best of times. 

It is these former serfs (land-slaves) who form the backbone of the 
Revolution. They have overthrown and killed or expelled their 
former masters, many of whom are now organized in the Ethiopian 
Democratic Union (EDU), a thoroughly reactionary force that has 
been mounting armed attacks from Sudan and several northern 
provinces in Ethiopia. 

Under the impetus of the mass struggle, the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council (PMAC) or Derg, which overthrew Selassie, 
has instituted a sweeping land reform program in which holdings 
larger than 25 acres have been expropriated without compensation. 
This has amounted to a deep-going social revolution on the land and 
in society as a whole, since it broke the back of the feudal absolutist 
ruling class and opened the way to the reorganization of Ethiopia on 
new class lines. 

Massive peasant organizations have been formed and have 
assumed the tasks of dividing the land, building dams and irrigation 
ditches, distributing fertilizer and improved seeds, and setting up 
marketing cooperatives. They are laying the basis for organizing the 
work of agriculture in increasingly collective forms. 

They have also taken up the task of defense of the peasantry and 
the Revolution against feudal reaction and imperialism. Some 
300,000 are organized in peasant militias, and at least 100,000 of 
these have received higher military training and have been in- 
corporated into what has been called a peasant army. 

Local Revolution and Development Committees are replacing the 
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old privileged state bureaucracy; women's associations are bringing 
women out of the isolation and oppression of confinement to the 
house; the banks and basic industries have been nationalized. 

The Derg has facilitated and supported this revolutionary 
transformation, itself having gone through intense inner struggle. In 
February of this year, this struggle came to a head. At a meeting of 
the PMAC, seven opponents of the revolutionary grouping, the most 
important being head of state Brigadier General Teferi Benti, were 
killed in a struggle. It was shortly after this that the Ethiopian 
government expelled all U.S. military advisors and many other 
representatives of the imperialist powers. 


IMPERIALIST OFFENSIVE AGAINST ETHIOPIA 

Since then, U.S. imperialism has more and more openly made it 
clear that it is working feverishly to overthrow the revolutionary 
government in Ethiopia, which it denounces as Marxist and as 
working to establish an "extreme brand of socialism" (New York 
Times, July 27). It is concentrating at the moment on trying to divide 
and dismember Ethiopia by encouraging the secession of Eritrea 
and promoting a war with Somalia. Just in the last few days, this war 
has materialized as a major conflict. The Somali army has invaded 
the section of Ethiopia known as the Ogaden, where most of the 
people are Somali in ethnic origin. 

The imperialists are using the reactionary Arab regimes, par- 
ticularly Sudan, Egypt. and Saudi Arabia, to encircle and 
dismember Ethiopia, just as they used their Middle East clients to 
try to slaughter the Palestinians. In an effort to bring Somalia, itself 
a poor country which has been receiving Soviet aid and carrying out 
progressive reforms, into its orbit, the Carter administration recently 
offered the Somali government U.S. military equipment. At almost 
the same time, Saudi Arabia made it known that it was willing to 
grant Somalia $400 million in aid. 

Sudan, where the regime is violently anti-Communist and which 
went through an internal counter-revolution several years ago, 
borders Ethiopia to the west and has been assisting both the feudal 
lords of the EDU and the Eritreans. 

As Comrade Sam Marcy told a meeting of the National Com- 
mittee of Workers World Party last Saturday (August 13, 1977), 
""These efforts not only are evidence of imperialism's coordinated 
plan to crush the Ethiopian Revolution, but they are the first steps in 
the counter-revolutionary war that the imperialists are hoping for 
against the African Revolution in general." 

The strategy of imperialism in this struggle was spelled out in an 
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article in the Christian Science Monitor of August 15 that confirmed 
Comrade Marcy's prognosis. While it is the most openly stated 
admission of the counter-revolutionary schemes of imperialism, it 
merely assembles what other articles in the capitalist press have also 
said. 

The Monitor says, “А strong Western-backed Arab coalition is 
coordinating the present Somali guerrilla and Eritrean offensive 
against Ethiopia. Its goal is to turn the entire Red Sea into an anti- 
Communist and Arab lake within three months, the well-informed 
Arab Press Service (APS) reports. . . . 

“The Arab-backed coalition is aiming a pincers movement from 
Ogaden in Ethiopia’s east and Eritrea in its north, APS reports in its 
August 15 bulletin from Nicosia, Cyprus. ... The purpose is to cut 
Ethiopia completely off from the Red Sea.... 

“In Ogaden, guerrillas of the Western Somalia Liberation Front 
(WSLF) are backed by the mobilization of Somali regular forces 
along the Ethiopian frontier as far as Djibouti. WSLF militia, 
disguised as civilians, are in motion through border areas between 
Djibouti and the Red Sea coast at the southern end of Eritrea," says 
APS. 

“The northern flange of the pincers," adds APS, ''is composed of 
Sudanese, Somali, and dissident Ethiopian volunteers. They have 
joined the recently unified Eritrean Arab Revolutionary Command, 
comprising four Arab-backed Eritrean guerrilla groups. 

“Egypt's role in the Arab coalition backing Somalia is to provide 
logistical support to the northern pincer and naval patrols and arms 
transport in the Red Sea. ... 

“Ethiopia is also having to defend itself on a third front. On the 
Sudanese border, Ethiopian royalists backed by Sudanese President 
Jafaar al-Nimeiry's government are infiltrating into Ethiopia," says 
APS. “The royalists are potentially backed by 10,000 regular 
Sudanese troops." 

The only thing the article fails to say is that all these reactionary 
Arab regimes are clients of U.S. imperialism, the big oil companies, 
and the military-industrial complex! 

The same day this story appeared, the Washington Post and New 
York Times reported from Ethiopia that Somali planes had been 
shot down in the Ogaden. The Ethiopian government had brought 
reporters to the region to see the wreckage that substantiated their 
claims that Somalia had launched a full-scale invasion. 

THE NATIONAL QUESTION 

The attempts of imperialism to dismember Ethiopia and cut it off 

from its only routes to the sea are facilitated by the fact that the 
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people living in these areas belong to oppressed nations which have 
been fighting for self-determination for many years. The struggles of 
the people of Eritrea and of the Ogaden, in particular. began when 
the reactionary feudal empire of Haile Selassie held them in sub- 
jection in order to oppress and exploit the people. 

The struggle then was for freedom from national oppression and 
from feudal reaction. Ethiopia was a puppet of imperialism, while 
the Arab countries that supported the Eritrean struggle were at that 
time relatively progressive themselves; the Eritrean struggle had 
therefore an anti-imperialist character as well. 

The struggle of an oppressed people for freedom from imperialist 
domination, regardless of where they may get their aid, is thoroughly 
progressive and deserves unconditional support. 

But the national question in the context of the current struggle in 
the Horn of África is now much more complicated. Both Eritrea and 
Ethiopia are oppressed in relation to imperialism, and, in addition, a 
revolutionary overturn of the feudal regime in Ethiopia has now 
taken place. Ethiopia is no longer a client of imperialism but its 
prime target for subversion and dismemberment. 

Therefore, support for the Eritrean struggle for self-determination 
must be conditional on their renouncing any part in imperialism's 
schemes to use their national struggle against the Ethiopian 
Revolution; in other words, it is conditional on their support for the 
Ethiopian Revolution and their rejection of the reactionary Arab 
regimes who are acting on behalf of imperialist interests. 

Only then can the interests of all the oppressed peoples in the area 
be served. 

Every progressive, everyone opposed to imperialist subjugation, 
must hope that the revolutionary government of Ethiopia will, 
together with Eritrea and the Ogaden, find a solution to the national 
question in which the national aspirations of all the peoples can be 
respected within the framework of anti-imperialism and the socialist 
interests of all the peoples in the Horn of Africa. 

In the final analysis, it is only the victory of the Ethiopian 
Revolution that can decisively set back imperialism's attempts to 
divide and conquer the oppressed peoples of the Horn of Africa. 


August 26, 1977 


Palestinians urge 
Eritrea-Ethiopia unity 
against reaction 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 

The Ethiopian Revolution, because of its profound mass character 
and its total destruction of the old feudal ruling class, has opened 
the door to a revolutionary reconstruction of society. For this reason 
it has earned the enmity and active hostility of U.S. monopoly 
capitalism and of the reactionary Arab regimes tied to imperialism. 

In their efforts to strangle and dismember the Revolution, these 
counter-revolutionary forces are attempting to utilize every avenue. 
At the moment, they are giving every type of assistance and en- 
couragement to whomever will fight against the Ethiopian 
revolutionary regime, particularly to the Eritrean secessionist 
movements, to the exiled feudalists, and to Somalia, which has 
launched a major attack in the Ogaden. 

This calls for a new assessment of the Eritrean struggle by all 
revolutionary forces who want to see the interests of all the oppressed 
peoples of the Horn of Africa defended against the imperialist 
predators. How can this be done? 

An answer to this question was offered recently by a delegation of 
Palestinian revolutionaries who visited the Ethiopian capital of 
Addis Ababa. In the past. when the Eritrean struggle was directed 
against the reactionary U.S.-puppet regime of Haile Selassie, the 
Palestinians were among the strongest supporters of self- 
determination for Eritrea. 

Led by its general secretary, Nayef Hawatmeh, the delegation 
from the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
issued a statement directed to Eritrean progressives in which it 
called on them to unite with the Ethiopian Revolution in a common 
struggle against the forces of imperialism and Arab reaction. 

The Palestinian delegation called for the formation of a national 
progressive front made up of the Ethiopian Provisional Military 
Administrative Council (PMAC), or Derg, and the progressive 
Eritrean movement. ‘Beyond the shadow ofa doubt, such a solution 
would constitute a historic progressive achievement for the 
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Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples," the statement said, and added 
that it would “also weaken opportunist and rightist elements in the 
ranks of the Eritrean revolution. 

"The program for a peaceful, progressive settlement requires 
speedy provision of the conditions for common struggle with the 
national progressive group at the head of the Ethiopian PMAC and 
with the Ethiopian political regime in general.” 

The Palestinians pointed out that ‘‘The triumph of the Ethiopian 
national democratic forces is surely a victory for the Eritrean people, 
their revolution and their national goals. 

“As for the revolutionary members of the Eritrean people, they 
must resume discussion with the leaders of the party and conduct an 
exacting revolutionary criticism of the policies of the ultra-‘left,’ the 
alliance with Ethiopian and Sudanese reactionaries, and the hostility 
to progressive democratic organizations—policies which have meant 
political homicide for Eritrean progressive democratic leaders.” 

A major group recognized as representing progressive Eritreans is 
the EPLF—Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front. It has supported the 
organization in Ethiopia called the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary 
Party (EPRP) which, despite its name, has been engaged in an 
armed struggle against the revolutionary government, even though 
its program on paper barely differs from that of the Derg. 

In its most recent programmatic statement, formulated at a 
congress held last January, the EPLF passed the following political 
resolution: “(EPLF) reaffirms its support for the democratic and 
revolutionary movements in Ethiopia fighting against the Dergue’s 
fascist regime.” (Published in Vanguard, official organ of the EPLF, 
Feb.-March 1977.) 

What this has meant in practice has been a political alliance with 
the EPRP, a movement that, no matter what its written program 
may say, has been playing an actively counter-revolutionary role in 
Ethiopia, and which has claimed responsibility for the assassination 
of many leaders of mass organizations, trade unions, and in the 
government and army. It is undoubtedly this alliance the 
Palestinians are referring to when they call on progressive Eritreans 
to “conduct an exacting revolutionary criticism of the policies of the 
ultra-‘left.’ ” 

The Palestinian statement also warned the progressive Eritreans 
that any alliance with the reactionary regimes of Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, and Jordan would eventually be used to stifle the Eritrean 
Revolution itself. 

""Their goal is clear," the statement said. “They want to suffocate 
democratic development in Ethiopia, coopt the Eritrean leadership 
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and destroy the Eritrean movement's independent national 
character, and in the process, to bury the Eritrean revolution in the 
same grave they are digging for the PMAC and the Ethiopian 
Revolution in general." 


ETHIOPIAN ATTEMPTS AT ALLIANCE 

It seems clear from bourgeois press reports and from the 
statements of the EPLF itself that the Ethiopian revolutionary 
government has been attempting to negotiate with the progressive 
Eritreans. The French bourgeois paper Le Monde reported in an 
article by Jean-Claude Guillebaud, which appeared in English in the 
May 1 Guardian of Britain, that the Ethiopians were "making 
increasingly pressing appeals to the 'progressive' Eritreans and are 
still hopeful of coming to an ideological rapprochement with the 
[EPLF]. . . . So far, the attempts have been coming unstuck over the 
[EPLF's] uncompromising attitude on independence." 

With the unfolding of the revolution in Ethiopia, the failure of the 
Eritrean groups to recognize the revolution and their continued 
reliance on Arab reaction have given imperialism and its henchmen 
in the Middle East a lever against the revolutionary masses in 
Ethiopia. When the Eritrean struggle was against the U.S.-backed 
feudal monarchy of Haile Selassie, which cruelly oppressed all the 
peoples incorporated in Ethiopia, then even a bourgeois-led struggle 
in Eritrea was progressive. 

But the Ethiopian Revolution has led to an entirely new situation. 
Now, as the Palestinian statement added, “‘the responsibility for 
revolutionary initiatives and responses belongs to the progressive, 
nationalist, revolutionary and democratic Eritrean people first of all; 
second, to the Ethiopians. ...” 

The EPLF, according to its organ Vanguard, has said it will not 
enter into any discussion with Ethiopia without the participation of 
the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF). 

In other words, the more progressive Eritreans have said they will 
not enter into discussions with the leaders of the Ethiopian 
Revolution without the participation of the Eritrean group that they 
themselves have characterized as reactionary and opportunist. 

But can the opposite be said to be true? Will the Eritreans who are 
cooperating with imperialism and Arab reaction demand that the 
progressive Eritreans participate in all their discussions? Just 
recently the ELF announced it had reached an initial agreement for 
an immediate merger with a third Eritrean group headed by Osman 
Saleh Sabbe. The EPLF has characterized Saleh Sabbe (who last 
spring called on Carter to intervene in Eritrea) as leader of a clique 
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of "diehard pro-imperialist reactionaries."' 

Certainly the EPLF was not included in these discussions—yet 
they amount to tying the Eritrean struggle even more closely to 
imperialism, Arab reaction, and the Ethiopian feudalists. (Saleh 
Sabbe's group supports the Ethiopian Democratic Union, an armed 
force of feudal lords.) 

Given the concrete conditions in the Ethiopian-Eritrean struggle. 
where both are poor and oppressed countries but where Ethiopia is 
at present under a full-scale attack coordinated by imperialism, it 
becomes the responsibility of the Eritrean revolutionaries to ally with 
those fighting imperialism and reject an accommodation to im- 
perialism's schemes. 

As the Palestinian statement said, “‘Only then will it be possible to 
defeat all rightist, reactionary and fascist projects being prepared for 
the Ethiopian, Eritrean and Somali peoples.” 


MENGISTU OFFERS ISRAELI EMBASSY TO PLO 

Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, head of the Derg and leader of 
the revolutionary Ethiopian regime, utilized the visit of the DFLP 
delegation to lay to rest one of the most persistent lies of the im- 
perialist press. 

It has been reported from time to time in many Western 
bourgeois papers, without giving any hard sources, that Israel is 
supporting Ethiopia and that Israelis are giving military assistance 
there. This story is undoubtedly being circulated in the Arab world 
to provide the reactionary Arab regimes with a militant-sounding 
excuse for their collaboration against Ethiopia, since Israel is hated 
throughout the Middle East for its role as an imperialist agent 
against the Arab Revolution. 

The truth is that Ethiopia broke relations with Israel in 1974 after 
Selassie’s overthrow. As recently as Aug. 10, the Ethiopian Ministry 
of Information stated categorically, “There are no Israelis in 
Ethiopia.” 

But Colonel Mengistu made his government’s position crystal 
clear when he told the Palestinian delegation that the PLO was 
welcome to set up offices in Addis Ababa—in the building that was 
formerly the Israeli Embassy. 
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August 30, 1977 


Imperialists cheer 
on Somali invasion 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 

What is at present the world's biggest shooting war is now going on 
in the Ethiopian region of Ogaden. The Washington Post of August 
15, 1977 reported that “it appears that as many as 30,000 troops 
may be fighting on each side,”’ for a total of 60,000 in combat. More 
recent estimates speak of 70,000 troops in the fighting. 

The fighting is between the Ethiopian army, supplemented by a 
people's militia often referred to as a peasant army, and Somali 
troops along with guerrillas or irregulars known as the Westerr 
Somali Liberation Front. Somalia has denied that its regular armec 
forces are involved in the war, but Western journalists have been 
shown at least one downed Somali plane in the Ogaden, and 
Ethiopia says that it has shot down 17 Somali planes, part of a force 
that launched the invasion on July 23, 1977 with planes, tanks, and 
artillery. 

The war in the Ogaden, although it has historical roots in the 
oppression of the people of Somali ethnic origin who inhabit the 
region, must be viewed in the context of the present attempt by 
Western imperialism, led by the U.S., and the reactionary Arab 
regimes fueled by petrodollars, to crush the profoundly significant 
Ethiopian Revolution. 

It is the openly stated aim of the imperialists to dismember 
Ethiopia and overthrow the present revolutionary government 
headed by Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, which the bourgeois 
press here calls "extreme Marxist" in recognition of the class 
struggle raging throughout Ethiopia. 

This objective has become an urgent necessity to imperialism 
particularly since the events of this February when, after a struggle 
within the Provisional Military Administrative Council (PMAC— 
also known as the Derg) in Ethiopia, the left won out and Colonel 
Mengistu became head of state. In April, U.S. military 
advisors were unceremoniously ousted from Ethiopia along with 
representatives of other Western imperialist powers, and Mengistu 
visited Moscow where he got assurances of aid. 
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IMPERIALIST DESIGNS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA 

Since then, the imperialists have been working feverishly to win 
over into their orbit the neighboring nation of Somalia, itself a poor, 
developing country which has until recently relied heavily on Soviet 
economic assistance and military aid. 

On lune 8, 1977, C.L. Sulzberger of the New York Times. whose 
columns often reflect his close relationship with U.S. ruling circles as 
a member of the family that owns the Times, wrote on Somalia: 

"Recently British Foreign Secretary Owen and U.S. Secretary of 
State Vance discussed the situation in the significant Horn of Africa 
and came up with some rather cheery estimates. 

“They agreed that the Soviet Union, military supplier of Somalia, 
a country which controis the entrance to the Red Sea and dominates 
the western Indian Ocean, is at the point of being eased out by the 
Somalis, who are now looking to the West for help. 

"A United States mission is going to Mogadishu, Somalia's 
capital, to survey prospects of economic assistance and the warlike 
Somalis are asking Washington for military aid. At present the 
Somalis, who have a small but effective army, depend on Soviet 
weapons and training.” 

U.S. imperialism paid little attention to Somalia before the 
Ethiopian Revolution. When terrible drought hit the area known as 
the Sahel, aid from the West for the starving nomadic population in 
Somalia was negligible. One reason Somalia has been close to the 
Soviet Union up until now is because it was Soviet planes that 
carried out a massive airlift of the drought-stricken nomads and 
resettled them along the seashore, where they were retrained in a 
new way of life. 

But now the eyes of imperialism are on Somalia, which has an 
ancient dispute with Ethiopia over the Ogaden region, and offers of 
aid are overwhelming. 


WESTERN OFFERS OF AID POUR IN 

Saudi Arabia, which acts as a financial agent for imperialism in 
the Middle East, dispensing petrodollars to abet reactionary 
schemes, has offered Somalia aid—estimates in the Western press 
range from $300 to $500 million, a vast sum to be dangled in front of 
a small and impoverished country. 

U.S. imperialism's intense probing of how it could penetrate 
Somalia was reflected in an interview with Siad Barre, President of 
Somalia, conducted by Newsweek editor Arnaud de Borchgrave, 
which appeared in the June 27 issue of that magazine. 

De Borchgrave asked such questions as: “Would it be possible for 
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Saudi Arabia to finance your purchase of Western arms?" 
"President Carter says he wants to have closer relations with 
Somalia. What's your reaction?" "Are you interested in U.S. 
military aid?” ‘Is Somalia planning a joint venture with the 
Westinghouse Corp. to exploit what may be a large uranium 
deposit?" 

"Secretary of the Treasury Michael Blumenthal believes that 
developing nations should forego all their slogans about Western 
imperialism and use the vast potential of multinational corporations 
as vehicles for rapid economic change. Do you agree?" 

While Siad's answers were guarded, indicating a desire not to 
alienate the Soviet Union, the door was certainly kept open to im- 
perialism. On Saudi Arabia, he said. "Prince Saud, their Foreign 
Minister, was here recently and relations couldn't be better." He 
confirmed that the uranium venture with Westinghouse was “under 
consideration," and ended the interview with this parting shot: "I 
am not anti-American—just giving you friendly advice on how to get 
good relations back on track." 

While Somalia has been a major recipient of Soviet aid in Africa, 
it has relied on aid and investment from both East and West. Africa 
Report for March-April of this year described how ‘major in- 
vestments generally on ‘soft’ terms have come from the EEC, Italy, 
North Korea (Schebelle River dams), China, Iraq, Libya, IDA 
(livestock development), the World Food Program (livestock im- 
provement), UNDP and UNIDO (iron foundry), Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait (Schebelle irrigation), the African Development Fund (road 
construction), and the Arab-African Fund (power station)... . 

“Western preponderance shows up in Somalia's capita] imports 
and it is also reflected in the export figures. The main exceptions are 
neighboring Arab states who import Somalia's livestock on the hoof 
and Gulf states, which are the source of petroleum and oil-based 
products.” 

It is very largely through the avenues of aid and investment capital 
that imperialism has been able to draw Somalia under its influence 
and promote and abet the attack on Ethiopia. For while the an- 
tagonisms between the two countries may go back decades, the 
timing of this massive Somali invasion fits in perfectly with im- 
perialism's strategy to strangle the Ethiopian Revolution, which it 
fears as a deep-going social transformation which would have 
profound repercussions throughout Africa. 

EGYPTIAN ARMS AND IRANIAN MILITARY ADVISORS 

Thus it is that every reactionary force in the Middle East, Europe, 
and of course the U.S. has leapt to aid Somalia at this time. The 
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August 29, 1977 Newsweek has this report from the Somali capital of 
Mogadishu: 

“А singular assortment of rusting freighters rode the long swells 
that surged in from the Indian Ocean. They flew flags of con- 
venience from as far away as Panama and rode low in the water, 
filled with top-priority ‘sensitive cargo’ that tended to be unloaded at 
night. Meanwhile, Mogadishu's normally sleepy airport suddenly 
turned busy with private charter traffic. What it all added up to was 
a vast covert traffic in Saudi munitions and trucks, Iraqi bazookas, 
Egyptian small arms and lubricating oil, German blankets, 
Sudanese doctors and medicine, Iranian military advisers and Soviet 
spare parts.... 

‘‘In the space of three months, arms-seeking Somali delegations 
have flown to Peking, Washington, Paris, London, Teheran and 
Baghdad....” 

When the Soviet Union this month characterized the war as an 
invasion of Ethiopia (something that Western diplomats concur in 
but will not say officially), Radio Mogadishu responded that if the 
Soviets “persist with their provocative attitude, Somalia will not 
hesitate to take whatever action is required to counter it and she will 
not be lacking friends who will stand by her." (Reuters, August 20, 
1977) 


ETHIOPIANS MOBILIZED 

The Ethiopian masses are mobilizing for the struggle against 
Somalia, and see in it a life-and-death battle to defend their 
revolution. Not only is at least one-third of the present territory of 
Ethiopia threatened by the Somalis, with fighting reported only 150 
miles from the capital of Addis Ababa, but Ethiopia's only rail line 
to the sea was cut by Somali sappers several months ago and has 
been closed ever since, deeply crippling its economy. 

With an Arab-supported war also going on in Eritrea, and an 
army led by feudal nobles and landlords poised for invasion from 
Sudan, the revolution is beseiged on all sides. 

Revolutionary socialist governments like those of Cuba and 
Vietnam are trying to aid the Ethiopian Revolution, the former with 
technicians, teachers, and medical personnel, the latter with spare 
parts for U.S. weapons, which still make up the vast bulk of 
Ethiopia's military supplies. 

But Ethiopia's greatest asset in this war may be the revolutionary 
enthusiasm of the masses, who have been freed from the oppressive 
system of feudal despotism and who are for the first time par- 
ticipating in social and economic life. Le Monde (Aug. 11) reports 
that workers in Addis Ababa are donating blood for the front en 
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masse, and are working overtime without pay in order to make up 
for those who have volunteered to go and fight. The peasant army 
supplementing the regular troops numbers over 100,000, while 
perhaps twice that number are receiving military training in their 
villages. 

At present there are reports of a lull in the fighting, with the 
Ethiopians still in control of the major cities along the rail line. The 
lull may be explained by the reported trip to Moscow of President 
Siad Barre of Somalia. The Soviet Union, like other socialist 
countries and most Black African states, is urging a peaceful set- 
tlement of the dispute as the only way to prevent imperialism from 
effecting its latest scheme in its overall strategy of divide and rule in 
Africa. 
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ry farming 
methods. Through their revolution the Ethiopian peasant masses have 
broken the back of land slavery, seizing the land as their own. 


Feudalists and 
imperialists: 
the connection 


September 14, 1977 


Ethiopia: Land to the tillers 


By CLAUDETTE FURLONGE 

Major revolutionary developments in the past three years in Ethiopia 
have transformed the slogan "Land to the tiller" into a concrete 
reality for millions of peasants, who were formerly land slaves under 
the centuries-old system of feudalism. 

Serfdom has been abolished; the old tenant-landlord feudal 
relations have been overturned; and the shackles of a decadent 
feudal system which exploited and brought only misery and poverty 
to the Ethiopian masses and stagnated the country's economic and 
social growth have been broken. 

The struggle has snapped the Ethiopian nation out of a 19th- 
century time lag, catapulting it past decades of post-feudal capitalist 
development onto a more advanced, socialist-oriented path. 

This extraordinary process was initiated after a series of mass 
protests and popular uprisings all over Ethiopia culminated in the 
overthrow of the regime of Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974 and the 
establishment of the Provisional Military Administrative Council, 
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popularly known as the Derg. The first priority for the new govern- 
ment was to respond to the demands of the masses for immediate 
social and land reforms. 


MORE THAN JUST LAND *REFORM" 

By March 1975, the Derg launched the Land Reform 
Proclamation which Africa magazine (April 1975) called "one of the 
most revolutionary plans designed by a Black African government 
since the independence decade began in the sixties." 

Among other things, the proclamation decreed that all lands were 
to be in the collective ownership of the people; that there was to be 
no compensation paid for the land nationalized or the crops on it; 
that no one family would be allowed to farm on more than 25 acres; 
that all previous debts of former tenants to the landlords were 
canceled; and that the sale, exchange, or leasing of any land was 
prohibited. The proclamation also called for peasants' associations 
to be organized to carry out these measures. 

The immediate impact of these decrees was to encourage and 
facilitate the spontaneous peasant confiscation of land that was 
already underway in many of the provinces. By December 1975, 
Africa reported that the news of the proclamation had been ‘‘greeted 
with jubilation and street dancing by the bulk of the country's rural 
population” and that “the Peasant Associations, assisted and led by 
the Zemachs, the student campaigners sent by the Dergue into the 
countryside ... have been waging a bitter struggle to translate the 
proclamation into practice." 

With the organizational growth and development of the peasant 
associations, the struggle to implement the land takeovers, while 
"bitter," was profoundly successful and still continues to advance. 
"Already there are over 21,000 (associations) with a membership 
of over 5 million," reported the African Communist in its second 
quarter 1977 issue. 

The article went on to describe how the associations were enlisting 
the most oppressed to become "'active participants in the fight to 
build a new Ethiopia. The duties ... range from digging wells, 
purchasing machinery, constructing schools and health clinics, to 
organizing self-defense units for the defense of the revolution. Today 
the latter units have a membership of over half a million. In ad- 
dition, women have formed their own organizations... ." 


FORMATION OF KEBELES IN THE CITIES 
The urban areas in Ethiopia are also undergoing a similar 
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dynamic of revolutionary reorganizing at the mass level. A New York 
Times correspondent recently allowed inside the capital of Addis 
Ababa wrote on Sept. 3 of “the arming of the kebeles. neighborhood 
urban associations that run their own courts and manage their own 
schools. . .." In a ceremony outside the former Emperor's palace, 
700 men and women representing 250 kebeles received rifles from 
the ‘‘council officer in charge of political education." He urged them 
to "maintain their vigilance against the forces of reaction, 
separatists and agents of landlords." 

The New York Times correspondent also reported on an interview 
with ''Alemu Abele, a veterinarian who heads the new urban 
council, which is something like the supreme kebele for Addis 
Ababa." How do the kebeles function and who is in them? 

In the capital at present there are 290 kebeles with a membership 
of from 3,000 up to 12,000 which runs the “gamut of social 
classes.'' Each kebele has elected officials, an executive council, and 
a tribunal that deals with both civil and criminal cases. They all have 
cooperative shops and neighborhood improvement associations. 
Some have even built schools. There are also measures being un- 
dertaken to form networks between these organizations and 
coordinate communication. 

"Dr. Alemu also said that the kebele system . . . has spread to all 
the cities of Ethiopia and is just one of many institutions that have 
been set up since the revolution. . . ."' 

An undeniable element that comes through in all of the news 
sources is the total involvement of the masses in the revolutionary 
process. As more and more of the revolutionary committees of 
peasants, neighborhood representatives, and workers are created. 
the old feudal bureaucratic administrative machinery is being 
replaced by a more representative popular control and new organs of 
state power are being forged. 

Other measures taken by the Derg, including nationalization of 
all basic industries, most banks, and insurance companies, have 
radically transformed the country and its mode of production. The 
masses appear to be on a progressive course which is virtually 
irreversible short of a counter-revolution or military invasion. 


“A DESCENDANT OF THE SLAVES” 

February 1977 signified an important turning point in the rapid 
chain of events in Ethiopia. After an internal struggle within the 
Derg, the more moderate, right-wing elements were defeated and the 
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left-wing emerged more consolidated and greatly strengthened 
under the leadership of Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam. 


Colonel Mengistu, the son of a gatekeeper in feudal Ethiopia who 
left school in the eighth grade, worked his way up from the ranks in 
the army. Within the Derg he is reported to have significant in- 
fluence among the non-commissioned officers who make up the 
majority of the council. 


He has been described (Guardian-Le Monde, May 1) as a Black 
man who is one of the "true descendants of the slaves" and who 
‘symbolizes the great revenge of the have-nots and the outcasts over 
the haughty lighter-skinned ... Amharic elite which governed the 
old Ethiopia.” 


IMPERIALISM ATTEMPTING TO THROTTLE REVOLUTION 

Threatened with a loss of their influence and control in yet 
another area on the African continent, the U.S. imperialists through 
several reactionary Arab regimes are currently sponsoring an in- 
vasion on Ethiopia's eastern front via Somalia and are maneuvering 
in every way possible to completely encircle, dismember, and destroy 
the Ethiopian Revolution. 


The government has also sought to consolidate and mobilize the 
masses for the defense of the revolution internally and against 
imperialist aggression (which at this point consists of imperialism 
urging on the Somali invasion and several separatist movements in 
Eritrea and elsewhere). The Derg has tripled the armed forces (and 
armed the most oppressed in the population—a_ profoundly 
revolutionary step) by organizing peasant and worker militias that 
are now believed to number some 300,000. 


Ethiopia's masses are reported to have shown tremendous en- 
thusiasm to defend their revolution. Even Western journalists have 
written of the workers responding with blood donations, funds, and 
voluntary overtime to step up production. There has been a 10% 
increase in farm production while workers and peasants have 
volunteered to take on the tasks of those who go to the front and to 
provide for their families. 


There is at present no revolutionary workers’ party in Ethiopia, 
although the Derg is committed to supporting the process of 
building one. If in response to the Western-backed Arab onslaught, 
as well as the internal class struggle, the Derg has armed the masses 
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and speeded up the revolutionary process, it would seem to be taking 
on the historic task of leading the Ethiopian workers and peasants 
towards what one can only hope is final victory. 


September 21, 1977 


Bare U.S. role in 
invasion of Ethiopia 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 

Some of the details of how U.S. imperialism maneuvered Somalia 
into launching an all-out invasion of the Ogaden region of 
revolutionary Ethiopia were bared this week. 

Somalia has been denying its part in the fierce fighting in the 
Ogaden, despite more and more incontrovertible proof to the con- 
trary. Over the past month, journalists in Ethiopia have on several 
occasions been shown downed Somali planes and disabled tanks 
captured in the fighting. 

Now the story has broken of how the U.S. government encouraged 
Somalia to launch the attack with promises of military and economic 
aid, both directly from the U.S. and from its client states among 
reactionary Arab regimes. 


“A GO-AHEAD TO CONQUER THE AREA” 

“The Somalis claim that they began their all-out invasion of 
Ethiopia’s Ogaden region last July because of the prospect of U.S. 
arms aid—and because they had received a secret U.S. message 
which they interpreted as a go-ahead to conquer the area," writes 
Newsweek editor Arnaud de Borchgrave in the Sept. 26 issue of that 
magazine. 

The article tells how Dr. Kevin Cahill, an American doctor who 
had treated Somalia's President Siad Barre (and is also New York 
Governor Carey's personal physician), was contacted by the State 
Department and flown to Somalia with a message from “the very 
top" of the U.S. government. Cahill told Siad that Washington was 
“not averse, to further guerrilla pressure in the Ogaden” and was 
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Part of the war materiel captured from the Somali army. After it invaded 
Ethiopia, Somalia received huge amounts of weapons and ammunition from 
the NATO countries and from reactionary Mideast regimes supplied by the 
U.S. WW photo: Deirdre Griswold 


now prepared to ‘consider sympathetically Somalia's legitimate 
defense needs." 

"Siad Barre immediately cabled his son-in-law, Dr. Abdullahi 
Ahmad Addou, the Somali ambassador in Washington," writes 
Newsweek. '"Addou conferred with Carter twice and assured Siad 
Barre that the Cahill message was legitimate." 

Thus the go-ahead which led to Somalia's bloody invasion of 
Ethiopia, which is still going on, came directly from the President of 
the United States. 


“FOR DEFENSIVE PURPOSES ONLY” 

The State Department is officially denying that it encouraged 
Somalia to launch the invasion. Tom Reston, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Public Affairs, held a news briefing on Sept. 19 
to say that U.S. offers of arms to Somalia had been “for defensive 
purposes only.” 

This, however, is evidently being hotly disputed in private by the 
Somalis themselves, despite their public stance of not being involved 
in the war. Privately, they are accusing the U.S. of “unreliability” for 
not providing even more military support for the invasion, according 
to Newsweek. The de Borchgrave article says that the Somali am- 
bassador to the United Nations recently complained to Richard 
Moose. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, "You 
let us down badly by misleading us. You have thrown away a unique 
opportunity to... establish your influence in the Horn of Africa.” 

U.S. imperialism is not likely to “throw away” the opportunity to 
establish its influence anywhere on the globe. particularly right now 
on the strategic Horn of Africa where the unfolding Ethiopian 
Revolution is viewed with the greatest alarm by Washington and 
Wall Street. This statement by the Somalis. if correctly quoted, only 
reflects the frustration of a regime which finds itself being used in a 
counter-revolutionary struggle which may wind up in disaster. 


BATTLEFRONT NEWS 

At the same time that these revelations were breaking in the U.S. 
press, the news from the battlefront in Ethiopia was that the Somalis 
had taken at least part of the important town of Jijiga. although with 
the loss of a tremendous amount of equipment. However, the 
bourgeois press has been restrained in its enthusiasm for the Somali 
advance. and with good reason. 

In the two months since Somalia began its full-scale invasion of 
the Ogaden (on July 23. just a month after Dr. Cahill was sent to 
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Mogadishu), it has lost an enormous amount of heavy equipment. 
The New York Times reported from Diredawa, Ethiopia, on Sept. 15 
that in the fighting there many tanks, trucks, armored personnel 
carriers, rocket launchers, howitzers, mortars, field guns, and other 
materiel were captured by the Ethiopians. ''The captured arms 
displayed today ... represents an arsenal more powerful than that 
maintained by the armies of most African countries," wrote 
correspondent Michael Kaufman. 

The Somalis may have lost even more in the fighting around Jijiga. 
A Washington Post article on Sept. 20 cited "informed sources in 
Addis Ababa"' as saying that Ethiopian pilots had downed 28 Somali 
Migs. 

Somalia has in the past received military aid from the Soviet 
Union, and almost all its heavy weaponry and planes are Soviet- 
made. But since it began turning to the imperialists and began its 
attack on Ethiopia, the USSR has cut off its supply of heavy 
weapons, while initiating, according ta Le Monde, an airlift of 
weapons to Ethiopia by way of South Yemen. 

“The highly mechanized Somali invasion moved very rapidly in 
July and August through the southern Ogaden region,” reported the 
New York Times on Sept. 18. The Somalis relied on their heavy 
equipment and the flat terrain to quickly push their way to the key 
cities of Jijiga and Diredawa. 

But without replacements for the equipment they have lost, and 
facing now a struggle through mountainous terrain with a hostile 
population, the Somalis may soon find they are in an untenable 
situation. 


U.S. ARMS AID 

The U.S. imperialists did pledge open arms aid to Somalia in 
June. Secretary of State Vance made a public offer of arms aid, and 
a few days later Carter backed him up with a statement saying that 
he wanted to ‘aggressively challenge, in a peaceful way, of course, 
the Soviet Union and others for influence" there. 

But direct U.S. support for the invasion could be a kiss of death 
for Somalia, Washington realized. As in Angola and countless other 
struggles, it made a show of concealing its role. In this case, it used 
the most reactionary Árab regimes, who have an immediate stake in 
the Red Sea area, as intermediaries. 

"At the same time" that Washington was making direct contacts 
with Mogadishu, says Newsweek, “Siad Barre also made a secret 
visit to Saudi Arabia where officials advised him they had been in 
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contact with Washington and were ready to ship French and British 
weaponry to Somalia immediately. Six other nations also weighed in 
with offers of arms." 

This was coupled with an offer of hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of aid from Saudi Arabia—to a country with a total 
population of only three million. 

Then three weeks ago, U.S. State Department spokesman 
Hodding Carter announced that “We have decided that providing 
arms at this time would add fuel to a fire we are most interested in 
putting out." His statement evidently reflected a sharp debate that 
had been going on in the government; while it has not been spelled 
out in the big business press, it seems clear that Washington is 
extremely worried about the course of the war and the effect of its 
strategy generally toward the Horn of Africa. 

The cockiness and arrogance of a few months ago, reflected in the 
columns of such imperialist pundits as C.L. Sulzberger of the New 
York Times, has faded. 

At that time, what seemed to elate Washington was the prospect 
that the Soviet Union's support for Ethiopia would undermine its 
relationship with Somalia. And, predicted the imperialists, Ethiopia 
was so surrounded by enemies that there was a good chance that it, 
too, would eventually have to turn toward imperialism again. 


STRENGTH OF THE ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION 

But it is the depth and strength of the Ethiopian Revolution that 
has confounded the imperialist seers, and led to a crisis in their 
expectations. 

The response within Ethiopia to the Somali invasion has been to 
rally the masses behind the revolutionary government, and perhaps 
to push the revolutionary process even further to the left. Hundreds 
of thousands of Ethiopians rallied in Addis Ababa on Sept. 12. the 
third anniversary of the overthrow of Haile Selassie, and thundered 
their support for the revolution and their hatred for imperialism and 
reaction. 

At a time when the portraits of Marx and Lenin and cartoons 
attacking U.S. imperialism were being taken down in Somalia, the 
crowds in Addis Ababa were rallying with huge posters of Marx, 
Engels, and Lenin. 

The imperialists know full well that what is going on in Ethiopia 
today is not merely a superficial reform, but a deep-going upheaval 
of the most oppressed masses. The peasants, with the support of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council, or Derg, have driven 
out the old feudal landlords and set up armed peasant associations. 
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The women have organized to come out of the home after countless 
centuries of submission. The workers and urban dwellers have set up 
kebeles, or neighborhood associations, the grass roots level of a new 
administrative structure. 

As head of state Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam said Aug. 20 in 
an address to the nation, “The revolution erupted from within the 
vascular system of the enraged masses.” 

As much as U.S. imperialism wants to crush this revolution, which 
has the potential for overthrowing class oppression altogether. it is 
caught on the dilemma of the Horn: to intervene openly is to risk 
international condemnation and will clarify for all to see the imper- 
ialist character of the current attacks against Ethiopia. with in- 
calculable consequences, while not to intervene gives the Ethiopian 
masses and their leaders time to develop and consolidate the 
Revolution. 


September 27, 1977 


Progressive Egyptians appeal 
to Eritreans: ‘Break your alliance 
with reaction and imperialism’ 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 
An organization of progressive Egyptians in exile has called on the 
Eritreans fighting for independence from Ethiopia to break their 
“alliance with reactionary Saudi Arabia, the Egyptian and Sudanese 
right and U.S. imperialism." 

The Egyptian National Democratic Movement, which has been 
banned in Egypt and puts out the magazine Al Tadamun from 
Paris, explained its position in its September issue in an article 
entitled “‘A Sincere and Frank Statement to the Eritrean Fighters.” 

The struggle in Eritrea began 16 years ago. For many years, 
progressives everywhere supported the Eritreans, including, as the 
Egyptian statement points out, "the Egyptian and Arab progressive 
forces." 

“This struggle was not only to liberate the Eritrean people from 
the brutality, exploitation and suppression practiced by the feudalist 
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regime of Haile Selassie,” the article explains, “but it was a struggle 
against a regime that gave the American imperialists the most 
dangerous bases on the Red Sea in Asmara and transformed 
Ethiopia into a base for the stooges of American imperialism in East 
Africa. Also that regime gave the Zionist enemy important facilities 
which strengthened his positions on the Red Sea.” 


“MENGISTU LIQUIDATED U.S. MILITARY INFLUENCE” 

The statement does not characterize the present Ethiopian 
government or the revolution going on there, saying flatly that "We 
don't know a lot about the Mengistu regime." But under the 
heading, “Practical Actions Are Our Most Important Standard of 
Judgment," the writers add: 

“All we know about the attitude of the Mengistu regime is that it 
liquidated the American military influence in Ethiopia, closed the 
American base in Asmara, kicked out the Israeli advisors, opposed 
the plans of Saudi reactionaries and the Egyptian right in trans] 
forming the Red Sea into an American lake. That in itself is ar. 
important thing to the nationalist-progressive forces that struggle 
against the imperialist-Zionist-rightist attack, which aims to 
surround the Arab oil fields and the Arab area with an American 
strategic belt in order to secure American political and economical 
influence in the area.” 

The statement supports the right of the Eritreans to self- 
determination, saying "We know how the Eritrean people suffered 
at the hands of the autocratic regimes of Ethiopia. But,” it adds, 
“the thing that we don’t understand is the growing relationship and 
this mutual and surprising enthusiasm between you (at least some of 
your groups) and reactionary Saudi Arabia and the rightist regimes 
of Cairo and Khartoum. 

“Alas, how painful the shock was when we heard some of your 
leaders publicly declaring and demanding aid from American 
imperialism and its head, Carter. Didn't you ask yourselves, 
Comrades, where these new allies were during the last ten years of 
your struggle and the struggle of your people against the harassment 
and exploitation and suppression of the former reactionary regimes 
of Ethiopia? More than that, why didn’t they even recognize the 
existence of the Eritrean people? 

“Do you know, Comrades, that if these new allies succeed in 
overthrowing the Mengistu regime and replacing him with a regime 
similar to theirs, they will demand from you to throw down your 
arms and capitulate to the new regime?... Don't imagine, Comrades, 
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these new allies are going to help you obtain your right to self- 
determination which secures the Eritrean people's ambitions in 
democracy and a progressive social-economic system." 

` These new allies are the worst enemies of democracy. We don't 
need to tell you about the bloody massacres they practiced against 
their own people in Egypt. Sudan and the Arabian Peninsula. We 
don't need to tell you about their animosity towards socialism and 
any economic policy that meets the needs of the masses. They are not 
going to allow you what they deprive their own people of. 

"Did you ask yourselves. Comrades. why they participated 
together in the plots and maneuvers to liquidate the revolution in 
Oman, and why they are helping you? 

“They'll help you only as much as you will be helping them іп 
spreading their control (imperialist-reactionary) on the Red Sea. ... 

"Allow us, Comrades. to say it frankly and sincerely: if you raise 
the banner of self-determination in one hand and the banner of 
aliance with reactionary Saudi Arabia and the Egyptian and 
Sudanese right and American imperialism in the other hand. you 
will be passing through a very dangerous adventure... .” 


This appeal by a progressive Egyptian movement and an earlier 
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"Petro-dollars cannot buy 
Ethiopia" refers to the fact 
that the reactionary regimes 
of Saudi Arabia and Iran 
have financed the attempts 
in Eritrea and the Ogaden 
to dismember revolutionary 
Ethiopia. 


statement issued several weeks ago by a delegation of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine which visited Addis 
Ababa show the alarm with which many progressive and 
revolutionary Arabs view the events on the Horn of Africa. 


October 26, 1977 


U.S. imperialism: A shift 
in tactics but not in strategy 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 
What is Washington up to now in the Horn of Africa? 

The Carter administration signaled what it claimed was a change 
of policy in a well-placed article in the New York Times of Oct. 3 
entitled “U.S. ls Adopting a Neutral Policy in Africa's Horn." The 
article, which was nothing more nor less than a CIA-tailored 
propaganda initiative and which gave not one source for its informa- 
tion, set the line for all the news media to follow. 

It claimed that the administration had "stepped back from 
playing a direct role in the conflict now under way in the Ogaden.” 
and that the U.S. had been "embarrassed" by Somalia's massive 
attack on Ethiopia this summer, an attack which it has been 
revealed was undertaken after President Carter himself spoke twice 
with the Somali ambassador. 

Writing about the imperial strategists in the government as 
though they were innocent Cub Scouts. the article cited unnamed 
"officials" as saying that "in State Department and National 
Security Council discussions of the arms offer (to Somalia), the 
question of whether Somalia might step up its campaign in the 
Ogaden was not addressed." Indeed. Why, what on earth would 
have made them discuss a little thing like that? 

Ever since the publication of this article the line in the mass media 
here has been that Washington is maintaining a "neutral" position 
in the Horn and that it will refrain from supporting either Ethiopia 
or Somalia in the interests of "peace." 

Anyone in the anti-imperialist movement here who falls for this lie 
does so at the peril of winding up on the side of reaction and 
counter-revolution in Africa. 
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U.S. MOVING STRONGLY BEHIND THE SCENES 

There is abundant evidence for anyone to see that U.S. im- 
perialism is moving strongly behind the scenes with but one ob- 
jective: to crush the Ethiopian Revolution and strengthen its 
reactionary client states in the area. The mere fact that it has floated 
a "cover story" for its activities should fool no one familiar with the 
elaborate methods of deceit and obfuscation indispensible to imper- 
ialist diplomacy. 

The imperialist ruling class here, which has concentrated so much 
of its attention on Africa and the Middle East since its disastrous 
defeat in Southeast Asia, has the greatest hatred and fear for the 
Ethiopian Revolution. In the limited-circulation journals meant for 
"specialists" in African affairs, warning after warning has been 
sounded that the mass upheaval which erupted in Ethiopia in 1974 
with the overthrow of Haile Selassie is a social revolution of a 
profound character—far surpassing the brand of national bourgeois 
rule that passes under the name of "socialism" in many countries. 

But this revolution is still happening; the struggle to determine 
which class forces will ultimately prevail goes on today inside of 
Ethiopia. Thus the frantic scramble by the U.S. bourgeoisie and its 
reactionary allies among the Arab states to nip in the bud a revolu- 
tion which would have the direst consequences for the whole pack of 
exploiters and oppressors. 


USING REACTIONARY ARAB REGIMES 

The primary instruments for Washington's strategy have been the 
ruling cliques in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Sudan. These repressive 
regimes, where the working masses are held under tight dictator- 
ships, work hand in glove with Jimmy "Human Rights" Carter in 
implementing imperialism's plans for strangling and dismembering 
Ethiopia and ousting the militant leader of Ethiopia's Provisional 
Military Administrative Council, Lt. Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam. 

Saudi Arabia has the role of banker. It has offered huge sums of 
money both to the Somali government and to the Eritrean 
secessionists with the aim of cutting Ethiopia off from the Red Sea. 

Somalia was induced to launch its war against Ethiopia in the 
Ogaden partly on the promise of U.S. arms and partly because of a 
$500- million aid offer from Saudi Arabia. The tremendous tempta- 
tion of a sum this size to the Somalis can be understood by pointing 
out that it equals two years of Somalia's entire Gross National 
Product! (The Agency for International Development put Somalia's 
GNP at $236 million im 1973.) 
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But Somalia's Ogaden adventure has stalled. Part of the reason 
for Washington's disclaimer of its role in urging on the invasion was 
that it became clear about a month ago that the Somalis were having 
extreme difficulty in taking the key cities of Diredawa and Harar. 
As early as the Oct. J piece in the Times, it was being hinted that 
Ethiopia would “take the offensive in Somalia, as many predict" as 
soon as it was able to deploy the weapons it has been receiving from 
the Soviet Union. 

(Until this year, Ethiopia was a major recipient of U.S. arms in 
Africa. When it broke with imperialism. however, the U.S. cut off all 
arms deliveries, even of weapons already paid for by the Ethiopian 
government. It also put pressure on every country to whom the 
Ethiopians might turn for spare parts, like Yugoslavia, which 
recently concluded an arms agreement with the U.S. that specified 
that it could not resell arms to Ethiopia in particular. Nevertheless, 
help from the socialist countries—Vietnam has supplied Ethiopia 
with spare parts and weapons from the stockpiles it captured from 
the U.S.—has helped tide Ethiopia over the difficult period when 
U.S. arms were first cut off.) 


SAUDI MONEY PUSHED ERITREAN MERGER 

Now it has been confirmed that Saudi money was also a key facto 
in bringing about a merger of the two main organizations it 
Eritrea—a merger which can only benefit the right-wing there and 
tie the Eritreans ever more closely to the hangmen of the Arab 
Revolution. 

The Associated Press first carried the story in a dispatch from 
Khartoum, Sudan, on Oct. 21. “Two guerrilla groups fighting a 
secessionist war in Ethiopia's northern province of Eritrea have 
announced a political and military merger," the dispatch said. The 
merger between the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) and the 
Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front (EPLF), said an ELF spokesman 
in Khartoum, “was in response to suggestions of Arab ‘friends’ who 
promised modern arms if the two rebel groups merged.” 

Le Monde of 23-24 October spelled it out even further. ‘(The mer- 
ger agreement) should correct the disastrous effects of the divisions 
and personal rivalries which have discouraged all those who were 
waiting to bring their support to the ‘Eritrean revolution,’ " the 
article says. '" “When a country will want to aid us,’ declared an 
official of the EPLF in Khartoum, ‘it can no longer invoke our 
divisions in order not to doit. From now on it will be facing only one 
political leadership, only one committee. Particularly Saudi Arabia 
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would have promised the Fronts much more important aid if they 
had succeeded in suppressing their quarrels.’ 

The Le Monde article also explained that the agreement invited 
Osman Saleh Sabbe, head of the most reactionary faction and an 
open puppet of Saudi Arabia. to rejoin the two Fronts. 

That this Saudi initiative was orchestrated in Washington cannot 
be doubted. Carter's forthcoming visit to Saudi Arabia underscores 
the special role these petro-rulers play for U.S. imperialism in the 
Middle East. 

Explaining that the Saudis “have been active all along the Persian 
Gulf to limit the chances for leftist movements,” Bernard Gwertz- 
man says in the Oct. 23 New York Times that ''the Saudis also 
are believed ready to help the Sudan buy arms abroad to fight the 
Communist-backed threat it perceives coming from Ethiopia." Can 
anyone seriously believe that these arch-reactionaries are friends of 
"national liberation? 


WEST GERMAN ROLE 

West Germany. which as an imperialist country deprived of 
neocolonies wants very much to get in on the action, will also be 
playing a bigger role in the Horn. This is very clear since the com- 
mando raid in Mogadishu. It was direct pressure from Germany's 
Chancellor Schmidt and from Carter that persuaded Somali 
President Siad Barre to allow the German commandos into his 
country. And this "persuasion" wasn't just moral. 

Time magazine (Oct. 31) has the message Bonn sent to its air- 
borne agents when they were trying to get permission from South 
Yemen to land there. “Reach the Southern Yemen authorities. If 
landing permission given. clarify that negotiations will include 
development plans tor Southern Yemen. Major development plans 
and funds for Yemen. Did you understand?" 

Peoples Yemen repulsed the offer, but the Somali government 
didn't. As Time adds. "Both Bonn and Mogadishu have denied 
reports that the Germans gave Somalia cash or promised assistance. 
But the Somalis, involved in a desert war with Ethiopia, 
unquestionably need military aid." 


EGYPT AND SUDAN “JOINT STRATEGY” 

These events have been followed by a joint session of the Egyptian 
and Sudanese parliaments. whose ‘‘common hostility to the radical 
states of the region and their desire to join Saudi Arabia in 
establishing Arab control over the Red Sea have brought them 
together," says the Washington Post (Oct. 25). 
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Pictured above ts a disabled Somali tank that was captured in the 
Ogaden. It was the highly mechanized Somali army which invaded 
Ethiopia in July under the guise of being a guerrilla force. 


Sadat's speech to the session "said that Egypt and Sudan have 
evolved a joint strategy to protect the entire region from any attempt 
at domination and aggression. This was understood to be a warning 
to the Soviet-backed governments of Libya and Ethiopia." 

The aggression, however, is the other way around. Sudan has not 
only been a staging area for the Eritrean secessionists. but it has also 
been supporting an army ol former Ethiopian landlords and aristo- 
crats called the Ethiopian Democratic Union. which has so far been 
thoroughly routed on the battlefield by Ethiopian militias. 

Yet the threat of this "joint strategy" devised by Egypt and Sudan 
(and Washington. of course) is serious. indeed. It is but another 
indication of the coordinated character of the attack being waged by 
the imperialists and their puppets against the revolutionary masses 
of Ethiopia and, thereby. against all the oppressed and downtrodden 
of Africa who are robbed of their land and their labor for the benefit 
of the imperialist plunderers. 

All the more reason why all those who want to fight imperialism 
and end exploitation must stand firm and demonstrate their support 
for the Ethiopian Revolution. Ethiopia needs the support of all 
progressives—and especially the material support of the socialist 
countries. Recently the Soviet ambassador in Addis Ababa an- 
nounced that the Soviet Union had ended all aid to Somalia and 
was providing “defensive weapons” to Ethiopia. 

An unambiguous stand by the socialist countries in defense of 
Ethiopia at this time, when the forces of reaction are preparing new 
attacks, may well be an indispensable ingredient in allowing the 
Revolution to advance and consolidate itself. 


November 8, 1977 


Counter-offensive in the Ogaden: 
Imperialists voice their anxiety 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 
A note of anxiety and recrimination has crept into the reporting by 
the imperialist press on events in the Horn of Africa. 

After a month of relative silence, during which time Washington 
professed to have decided to play a "neutral" role in Somalia's 
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efforts to take over the Ogaden region of Ethiopia, reports are 
beginning to appear that Ethiopia has begun a counter-offensive 
against the Somali invasion. 

The invasion of Ogaden, as has now been widely reported in the 
imperialist press. was orchestrated this summer by the Carter ad- 
ministration. This was first admitted by Newsweek (Sept. 26), and 
has lately been elaborated on in an article in the Manchester 
Guardian (international edition) of Oct. 30. 

“Although U.S. officials strongly deny that the U.S. encouraged 
the pro-Somali offensive in Ethiopia’s Ogaden province, the key 
factor in Somalia's decision . . . was the impression given. in public 
and private. that the U.S. and its allies would provide military aid.” 
wrote Robert Manning from Washington. 

"2... In June. shortly before the war heated up in the Ogaden. 
behind-the-scenes U.S.-Somali diplomacy led Somali President Siad 
Barre to believe he had the ‘green light’ from the U.S. for the 
Ogaden offensive.” 


U.S. GOT COLD FEET 

However. the U.S., after initiating contacts with Somalia with 
promises of military aid, evidently got cold feet about openly sup- 
porting the invasion of the Ogaden, a move condemned by all of 
Black Africa. It was decided in the State Department to publicly 
profess neutrality while privately working strongly through certain 
key reactionary Arab regimes to bolster Somalia and the Eritrean 
secessionist groups with the intent of dismembering the Ethiopian 
Revolution. 

But this has left Somalia, a small country of only 3 million with a 
Gross National Product less than $300 million a year, out on a limb, 
militarily. Despite promises of aid from Saudi Arabia and West 
Germany (the latter made in private as an inducement for the 
German commando raid at the Mogadishu airport), the Somalis had 
depended on massive U.S. assistance to back up their adventurous 
thrust into Ethiopia—an offensive that took them all the way to the 
Marda pass west of Harar in September. 

Now those Somali troops (still parading under the cover of the 
“Western Somalia Liberation Front’) seem to be in trouble. 

"Ethiopian forces fighting to keep Somali insurgents from 
completing the conquest of the country's eastern Ogaden region 
have gone on the offensive for the first time in more than two 
months," wrote the Associated Press on Nov. 2. 
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Women have taken up arms to defend the Revolution, both as members of 
the workers’ and peasants’ militia and in the regular army as well, as seen 


here. 


*ETHIOPIA NEVER INTENDED 
RAPPROCHEMENT WITH THE U.S." 

The conservative Paris daily J'Informe is already writing about 
the situation with a ''how-we-lost-Ethiopia" tone of bitterness. On 
Nov. 3, it lectured those Western strategists who had thought that 
they might be able to win over elements in the Ethiopian Derg (the 
military council guiding the revolution). 

"The Ethiopia of Mengistu Haile Mariam," wrote J'Informe 
correspondent Philippe Dufay, ‘has never had the intention of 
embarking on some kind of rapprochement with the West. Those 
who (Western press and governments) believed it just a month ago, 
at the time of the third anniversary of the fall of the Negus [Haile 
Selassie—D.G.], are little by little comprehending their error." 

Explaining that Ethiopia has now had time to rebuild its armed 
strength with Soviet weapons since the cut-off of U.S. arms this 
spring. J'Informe continues, ‘lf one adds to this the stagnation of 
the Eritrean rebellion, hampered despite the so-called recent 
agreement of Khartoum by its problems of unification of diverse 
fronts, and the halt in the progress of the pro-Somalian forces at the 
gates of Harrar and Diredawa in the Ogaden, one establishes that all 
the conditions of an Ethiopian counter-offensive are present.” 

This article, and others in the imperialist press, indicate that there 
is frustration and rancor among the imperialists over how things are 
going in the Horn. Back this summer, they universally sounded 
cocksure and even boastful. But now the more right-wing, especially, 
are looking for whom to blame. They have not succeeded in crushing 
the Ethiopian Revolution, while they have succeeded in getting 
caught at masterminding a bloody war in Africa that is going 
nowhere. 

The most aggressive members of the ruling class are counting on 
promoting a red scare, undoubtedly hoping to get the U.S. to in- 
tervene openly before the Somalis are pushed back and Ethiopia 
wins a major victory. This is reflected in a rising number of 
exaggerated stories about thousands of Cuban, Yemeni, and Soviet 
troops fighting in Ethiopia—something that even the State 
Department denies. 


SIAD BARRE CALLS ON IMPERIALISTS 

Somali President Siad Barre is himself behaving like so many 
others in the past who have lent themselves to imperialist designs 
only to be sacrificed in the face of expediency. Siad gave a press 
conference in Mogadishu on Nov. | in which, according to Le Monde 
of Nov. 3, he “demanded again that the United States and their 
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Western allies ‘assume their responsibilities’ in the Horn of Africa. 
The United States, he declared, ‘has an international responsibility 
which must reflect the situation, whether this be in the form of arms 
deliveries or some other way .... They must analyze the situation 
and act in consequence,’ he added.” 

“Last week,” the article continues, ''General Siad Barre received, 
by turns, in Mogadishu, the representatives of the United States, 
France, Great Britain, the Federal Republic of Germany, and Iran. 
... Meanwhile, Mr. John Laughran, ambassador from the United 
States, has been recalled to Washington for consultation.” 

Thus, despite their socialist rhetoric, the Somali leaders have 
shown that by lending themselves to imperialism’s schemes to 
strangle a genuine revolutionary development on the African 
continent, they have become enmired in a disastrous situation that 
puts them completely at the mercy of the very same imperialists they 
have claimed to be independent of. 


ERITREANS PRAISE NIMEIRY OF SUDAN 

This, unfortunately, seems to be the situation of the Eritreans as 
well. In the Khartoum agreement referred to earlier. in which the 
Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) and the Eritrean Peoples 
Liberation Front (EPLF) agreed to set up a joint political leadership 
and a joint military committee in the interests of "national unity," 
the hand of reaction can also clearly be seen. 

In the fairly brief agreement, which was explained by the 
Eritreans themselves as a bid to get more outside support, especially 
from reactionary Saudi Arabia, one key paragraph stands out like 
an infected thumb. 

"We pay gratitude to the earnest efforts exerted by the president 
of the Republic of the Sudan, Jaafer Mohammed Nimeiry and salute 
the other brothers who extended a helping hand towards uniting the 
Eritrean struggle driven by their staunch belief in the just cause of 
the Eritrean people for freedom and national independence," says 
the agreement, as quoted in The Eritrean Newsletter put out by the 
ELF Foreign Information Center in Beirut. 

These "brothers" had no “helping hand” for the Eritreans when 
their adversaries were Haile Selassie and U.S. imperialism. 

It has only been since the Ethiopian Revolution, when the im- 
perialists and their puppets have been seeking every avenue to crush 
this rebellion of the despised and downtrodden, that tantalizing 
offers of aid and development have been used to rope in the 
Eritreans, making them forget that it was only six years ago that 
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Nimeiry earned the reputation of butcher of the Sudanese left when 
he crushed the Communist Party there through wholesale arrests 
and killings. 

The Ethiopian Revolution continues to face tremendous problems 
and formidable adversaries. But judging from these most recent 
developments, it has come through some of its most difficult days— 
to the consternation and chagrin of the imperialists. 
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A critical 
phase of the 
Revolution 


December 12, 1977 


A critical phase of the Revolution 


By SAM MARCY 

Once again, as has happened twice before, the Ethiopian Revolution 
has successfully passed a profound crisis. The revolutionary forces 
have come out on top and the Revolution itself is now on firmer 
ground than ever. It is, of course, by no means the last or decisive 
phase of the Revolution, but it is a giant leap forward. 


The bourgeois press here has deliberately given it scant attention, 
but the media has not hidden its dismay at the outcome of the 
struggle. 


The execution of Lt. Col. Atnafu Abate, carried out under a 
decision of the Congress of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council (PMAC)—called the Derg—came as a distinct shock to the 
imperialist bourgeoisie and to the U.S. in particular. Ever since last 
February when a counter-revolutionary plot was successfully foiled 
by the government and the people, the imperialist press has not 
hidden its preference for Atnafu as the “rival'’ and more ‘‘ac- 
ceptable” element in the Derg. They continually called attention to 
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the fact that Atnafu was nowhere around during the February 
struggle in which the revolutionary elements triumphed over the 
reactionary plotters. 

In a certain sense the current crisis was even more serious. for the 
Revolution is in a much more serious stage. literally in a life and 
death struggle against both external and internal reaction vastly 
complicated by the systematic efforts by imperialism to dismember 
Ethiopia and unleash the most violent civil strife in the history of 
Ethiopia. 

Why has the Ethiopian Revolution taken on such a long. 
protracted, and violent form? The imperialist press would like us to 
believe that this is one of the manifestations of irrationality which 
they say so often overtakes vast sections of humanity. But this is 
merely one of their many ways of glossing over. in the crudest 
manner, one of the deepest and profoundest class struggles and 
attribute to it the character of senseless violence. They hope thereby 
to play upon the peacelul sentiments of the popular masses. 

The real reason for the so-called "senseless violence" and 
"irrationality," by which they mean, incidentally. the violence of the 
revolutionary masses against the oppressors and not the truly 
irrational and senseless violence of the oppressors, lies in the very 
nature of the specific stage of the Ethiopian Revolution. What is this 
stage? 

It is characterized by an attempt to make a transition from the 
democratic phase of the revolution, that is the bourgeois democratic 
stage, directly to the socialist revolution. Therein lies the crux of the 
problem. Behind this problem lie all of the inner tensions, conflicts, 
and the development of virtual civil war, imperialist invasion, and 
attempts by the foreign exploiters to dismember and parcel out the 
country. 

Why couldn't, or why can't even now, all of the so-called 
progressive forces unite and merely confine themselves to carrying 
out only the tasks of the democratic phase of the Revolution? 
Because Ethiopian society is and has been divided by antagonistic 
classes having not only opposing views of the democratic phase of 
the Revolution but diametrically opposed class interests of an 
irreconcilable character. At the beginning of the overthrow of Haile 
Selassie some wanted to stop the Revolution right there. But that 
was merely the anti-royalist phase of the struggle. It had not touched 
the profound class interests that divide the exploiters from the 
exploited. Feudalism remained intact. The anti-royalist phase was 
merely a political changeover, merely anti-monarchical in character. 


44 


y 


i 





Li. Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam, Chairman of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council. 
popularly known as the Derg. 


But then came the historic proclamation which abolished serf- 
dom, gave land to the landless, dispossessed without compensation 
the landlord class, and thereby dealt a blow to all the propertied 
classes who in reality depend on the exploitation of the peasants and 
the workers. For the masses the land reform—which in no way 
resembles the so-called land reforms in other countries like India or 
Mexico—for them, that was their revolution. The workers wanted to 
deepen this and did deepen it when all of the basic industries were 
nationalized and the imperialist bourgeoisie was put on the run and 
the Ethiopian government in the words of Colonel Mengistu, cut the 
umbilical cord to imperialism. 

For all of them, that is the exploited masses, the democratic phase 
was swiftly becoming transformed into the socialist phase with the 
establishment of workers' organizations, peasant associations, and a 
popular militia. The strenuous efforts to enforce all this is what lies 
at the bottom of each of the succeeding crises which have caused 
veritable social earthquakes on the Ethiopian landscape. 

What's involved here is not that the Derg, the PMAC, has gone to 
ultra-left or extreme and unnecessary measures of a social and 
political character. What is involved is the attempt by the various 
representatives of the feudo-bourgeoisie, as it is called in Ethiopia, 
to reverse the gains of the Revolution. The masses, on the contrary, 
show a will and determination to deepen and widen the social 
character of the Revolution, that is to make it a thorough-going 
socialist revolution. 

In the indictment against Lt. Col. Atnafu Abate, he is quoted as 
saying that he ''did not subscribe to the fact that socialism could be 
constructed in this country in his life time.” Further, he is quoted as 
saying, “We have deprived the country of friends in the name of 
socialism. I do not believe in this. Ethiopia alone cannot build 
socialism in Africa. We have to be friendly with the east and the 
west." 

The bourgeois press has, since last February, given hints of all 
sorts that this was substantially Atnafu's viewpoint all along. His 
world outlook clearly reflects the hostile attitude of the dispossessed 
ruling class. It is not without significance that he showed impatience 
and utter disdain at the attempt to establish a working class party. 
The Atnafu crisis represented a most serious challenge to the very 
existence of the Revolution. The fact that the imperialist press 
played it down here in no way militates apainst this enormous fact. 
Given the character of the acute class struggle being waged in 
Ethiopia and the complications of the war waged against the country 
by the Eritrean secessionists and the Somalis, it is easy to see after 
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the fact that the Atnafu crisis posed the spectre of the emergence of 
an Ethiopian Pinochet. His victory would have put the Chilean 
bloodbath into the shadows. Yet no one can say that the crisis has 
been fully resolved. For the Ethiopian Revolution—the deepest and 
profoundest on the African continent and whose success would have 
repercussions far beyond Africa—is still fighting a life and death 
struggle. 


As the Ethiopian Herald of Nov. 15 states in its editorial, 
"However, it has to beclear that since this counter-revolutionary [Lt. 
Col. Atnafu Abate| has not been acting alone, his accomplices in the 
bureaucracy should be exposed and dealt with appropriately before 
they appoint another leader and continue to implement the con- 
spiracy, which has been authored by the grand-masters of counter- 
revolution." The grand-masters of the counter-revolution, it should 
be added, are Wall Street imperialism aided and abetted by and 
working in concert with, all of the NATO imperialist robber barons. 
One can only hope that the Ethiopian Revolution which has 
demonstrated so much revolutionary energy, resourcefulness, and 
protracted staying power and determination, will successfully defeat 
imperialist attempts at dismemberment and bourgeois reaction at 
home. 


In talking about building the party Lenin is often quoted as 
referring to an incident in one of Tolstoy's works: From a distance it 
would seem that a man was bobbing and weaving and making all 
sorts of irrational motions with his hands and feet. However, as one 
approached and saw the man at a closer view, one could easily see 
that what the man was doing was sharpening his knife on a grind- 
stone, which of course entailed moving his hands and feet 
simultaneously. In Lenin's analogy, the man was also performing a 
useful job—building the party. Viewed in the light of what one is 
obliged to see in the bourgeois press about the Ethiopian Revolution, 
one might surmise from where we are, that the Ethiopian Revolution 
is like the man in Tolstoy's incident. On closer examination, one 
ought to be able to see on the basis of Lenin's analogy that what is 
happening in Ethiopia is an attempt at a two-fold task which the 
Ethiopian revolutionary leadership must conduct simultaneously. 
On the one hand, it is trying to frustrate and defeat the blatant effort 
at imperialist aggression and dismemberment. At the same time. it 
is trying to establish a revolutionary working class party along the 
lines of Marxism-Leninism as its most urgent task. All of progressive 
humanity can only benefit from the tasks the Ethiopian 
revolutionaries have set themselves and hope for their early success. 
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December 9, 1977 


Struggle against reaction 
intensifies in Ethiopia 


[While the imperialist press whips up a campaign against the 
Revolution in Ethiopia, and many in the progressive movement here 
fall in line with a shallow condemnation of “violence” and reduce 
the recent removal of PMAC Vice-Chairman Atnafu Abate to a 
mere “power struggle’ within the leadership, we here make 
available what the Ethiopians themselves have to say about their 
struggle. The following are excerpts from articles in the Ethiopian 
Herald, the main daily paper in Addis Ababa.] 


“AS THE CLASS STRUGGLE INTENSIFIES, 
REACTIONARIES WILL BE EJECTED AT EVERY STAGE” 


November 15, 1977 

A revolutionary measure was taken Saturday against Lt. Col. 
Atnafu Abate, on the decision of the Congress of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council, for counter-revolutionary crimes 
committed against the broad masses of Ethiopia at a time when the 
people are engaged in a sustained struggle against their class 
enemies—the discredited aristocracy, landlords as well as foreign 
invaders. ... 

Among the injustices committed by Lt. Col. Atnafu against the 
broad masses of Ethiopia. . . the following ones are only a few: 

1) He had not given his support to the issuance of the Programme 
of the National Democratic Revolution... . 

2) Although the programme was issued democratically, he was 
one of those opposed to it when it was finally made public. ... 

3) He has together with his likes vehemently opposed the historic 
proclamation on rural land—a proclamation which had liberated 
the broad masses of the Ethiopian peasantry. ... 

6) Apart from weaving anti-revolutionary conspiracies along with 
the hirelings of EDU and EPRP who were removed in February 
1977, he has also both before and after that, around his place of 
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residence and at others, and outside working hours, been making 
constant contacts with the enemies of the revolution—riff-raff of the 
aristocracy, military bourgeois who had been rejected by the revolu- 
tion as well as with extremely dangerous imperialist agents— 
especially with CIA agents. 

7) He has repeatedly confessed at meetings of the PMAC's stand- 
ing and central committees that he did not believe in the ideology of 
the working class. 

8) He had remained an obstacle to the revolutionary measures 
that were being taken by the PMAC. He had been doing this in 
keeping with his design of establishing a military dictatorship along 
the lines of certain newly developing countries. ... 

9) In addition to consistently opposing decisive measures being 
taken against reactionary classes which are invading Ethiopia and 
the Ethiopian people from without and eroding it from within, Lt. 
Col. Atnafu has also been instrumental for the unjust and inhuman 
loss of the lives of revolutionaries today since he had secured the 
release of assassins who had slain revolutionaries, workers and 
revolutionary men-in-uniform. ... 

10) Apart from dreading the politicization and organization of tht 
broad masses, and apart from opposing and delaying the arming o1 
the masses, he had also whenever posssble armed the enemies of the 
revolution—reactionary former landlords and their accomplices. He 
had also strongly opposed the setting up and then the improvement 
in the structure of the Provisional Office for Mass Organizational 
Affairs. ... 

After the conclusion of the third regular session of the Congress of 
the PMAC which was convened to map out ways of putting up a 
bitter and determined struggle against both internal as well as 
external enemies, Lt. Col. Atnafu has shown the following vividly 
clear and arch-reactionary stands which were alien to the agenda in 
question: 

1) At this time when workers, farmers, the men-in-uniform and all 
the toiling masses are intensifying the revolutionary struggle guided 
by the principle of Marxism-Leninism, Lt. Col. Atnafu has been 
antagonistic to the idea and has instead, by way of a dilatory tactic, 
argued that the interests of Ethiopia should be put before ideology. 
The Ethiopia he had in mind was not that of the oppressed masses 
but that which serves as a haven and a means of satisfying the in- 
terests and wishes of the few like him. 

2) Lt. Col. Atnafu has time and again made it known that he did 
not believe in the existence of socialism either in Ethiopia or in the 
rest of Africa and that he did not subscribe to the fact that socialism 
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could be constructed in this country in his life time. In so doing, he 
had demonstrated amply that he had been aligned with arch 
reactionaries. 

3) At a time when all progressive Ethiopians and the PMAC are 
exerting every effort possible with a view to remedying the weak 
point of the revolution—the non-existence of the party of the 
proletariat—Lt. Col. Atnafu has been ridiculing this effort... . 

5) Lt. Col. Atnafu, who had a strong desire for honour and 
reverence of himself and his associates, had been greatly alarmed 
with the waves of socialism that radiated over Ethiopia. In con- 
firming his self-appointed advocacy for international imperialism, 
he had said: “We have deprived the country of friends in the name 
of socialism. I do not believe in this. Ethiopia alone cannot build 
socialism in Africa. We have to be friendly with the east and the 
west, and this is 'mixed economy.' " 

Who, should we ask, are those that have avoided us on account of 
the broad masses choosing the socialist path? Are they not anti- 
popular and reactionary forces and imperialism? Is this not the aim 
of the revolution—to get rid of these arch-enemies? Who are they 
that seek to block the path the oppressed masses have chosen for 
themselves? 

Lt. Col. Atnafu was concerned and alarmed over the progress the 
broad masses have made from time to time in awakening and 
organizing themselves in readiness for assuming power and over the 
unity of progressive forces in waging the struggle for the creation of a 
workers’ party. In this regard, his dilatory arguments were: “lt took 
numerous socialist countries more than 20 and 30 years to establish 
a party. How would Ethiopian progressives be able to establish a 
party? This is impossible." 

In an attempt to misuse the men-in-uniform for his devious 
designs, despite the fact that the men-in-uniform are on the side of 
the broad masses and have no separate existence from the masses 
- . . he used to remark: ''In general, a workers’ party cannot function 
and cannot be established. The people are tired of the word 
‘provisional.’ The solution for Ethiopia is a military govern- 
ment. ..." 

It is scientific truth that as the revolution advances gaining 
strength and depth, the PMAC too has come cleansing itself and 
eliminating from time to time those members of the PMAC engaged 
in shifting class alliances. ... The PMAC Congress heard Lt. Col. 
Atnafu personally exposing himself and after giving the matter 
serious consideration, it found him to be very dangerous for the 
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Hundreds of militant organizers have been assassinated by the "white 
terror." This grave is but one of many in the Cemetery of Revolutionary 
Martyrs outside Addis Ababa. WW photo: Deirdre Griswold 


revolution. À revolutionary measure was taken against him Saturday 
on the basis of the decision of the PMAC Congress. . . . 


“AETU SUPPORTS PMAC DECISION 
AGAINST FORMER VICE-CHAIRMAN” 
November 16, 1977 

The All Ethiopia Trade Union (AETU) yesterday conveyed its 
support to members of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council for their decisive decision against the former vice-chairman 
of the PMAC.... 

What transpired within the PMAC last Saturday by the ejection of 
Lt. Col. Atnafu was one more step forward in the revolutionary 
struggle of the left-wing forces and also indicates a limited victory 
over the rightists, the statement said. It said that PMAC members 
were not immune from the class struggle being waged within the 
Ethiopian society. They do not float above classes but participate in 
the existing class struggle. 

The statement by AETU noted that while certain members of the 
PMAC advocate the interests of the exploiting and reactionary 
classes, others intensify the class struggle by firmly siding with op- 
pressed classes and progressive forces... . 


“RED TERROR TO COUNTER WHITE TERROR” 


November 18, 1977 

Ever since the beginning phase of the Ethiopian people's 
revolution, elements and sympathizers of the overthrown feudo- 
bourgeois order and international imperialism have been engaged in 
numerous counter-revolutionary attempts to foil the revolution of 
the oppressed masses. 

They have not only been making a number of counter- 
revolutionary moves within the various popular associations, but 
also have infiltrated to the highest level. Outside Ethiopia, too, they 
have formed a network of their organizations under the aegis of 
international imperialism. 

Encouraged and assisted both morally and materially by oi! sheik- 
doms and imperialists, these reactionary forces perform political 
and economic sabotage to reverse the course of the Ethiopian 
popular revolution. 

The series of counter-revolutionary coup attempts and rightist 
tendencies in the past had been part and parcel of this general 
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counter-revolutionary conspiracy directed against the lasting in- 
terests of the Ethiopian people. It is understandable that all these 
counter-revolutionary forces may make temporary political, 
economic or military inconveniences, but they cannot and will not 
turn back the clock of history. For the oppressed masses of Ethiopia 
not only have progressive international] support but have decided to 
be masters of their own economic, social and political destiny. Red 
terror will henceforth engulf the quarters of reaction and counter- 
revolution throughout Ethiopia.... 

Ethiopia's choice of the path of scientific socialism as the remedy 
to her ills has been tested in practice throughout the world. She is 
now in full revolutionary current courageously facing the enemies on 
al! sides. At the same time, organizing and arming the oppressed 
masses is being carried out as fast as possible to give the mass 
revolution a lasting guarantee. ... 


December 27, 1977 


Addis Ababa sets up new 
administration: kebeles 
replace old bureaucracy 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 

Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia and for centuries the 
stronghold of the feudal monarchy there, inaugurated a new city 
administration this month. For the first time, a democratically 
elected mayor and city council were handed the keys to the city in a 
ceremony on Dec. 8 marking the official end of the authority of the 
old government bureaucracy. 

But the struggle to make Addis Ababa a city run by the masses of 
its inhabitants will go on. For in the capital, as elsewhere in 
Ethiopia, a deadly earnest battle continues to rage between the 
former privileged ruling classes backed by imperialism and the 
revolutionary masses. 

As reported in the Ethiopian press, a member of the Standing 
Committee of the Provisional Military Administrative Council (the 
Derg) in charge of military political affairs, Comrade Master Spt. 
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Legesse Asfaw, presided over the ceremonies setting up the new city 
ad ministration. 


KEBELES ARE BACKBONE OF NEW ADMINISTRATION 

The new city council had been elected by the urban dwellers’ 
associations known as kebeles. There are now over 1,000 kebeles in 
Ethiopia, playing somewhat the same role as Cuba's Committees to 
Defend the Revolution. Organized on a block-by-block basis, they 
are the instruments of the urban masses against the feudo- bourgeois 
and middle class elements who are concentrated in the cities, 
especially Addis Ababa. 

The pamphlet, “Ethiopia in Revolution,” put out by the 
Ethiopian Revolution Information Center, describes the functions of 
the kebeles: ‘‘The kebeles or urban dwellers’ associations have wide- 
ranging authorities ranging from the administration and policing of 
their neighborhoods to controlling house rents, determining the 
monthly rent of urban houses, controlling and supervising public 
schools, etc. To defend the Ethiopian people’s revolution from 
counter-revolutionaries, particularly from the remnants of the 
overthrown feudo-bourgeois ruling class who have converged in the 
various urban areas of the country, the kebele associations are 
organizing Revolutionary Defense Committees and Defense 
Squads.” 


ALL URBAN LAND NATIONALIZED 

All urban land and extra houses were nationalized by the Derg 
effective Aug. 7, 1975. The effect of this was an immediate reduction 
of rent for the poor, in some cases by 50 percent. 

Before the overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie, .00S percent of 
the population, that is, just SO members of the ruling class, owned 8 
percent of the land in Addis Ababa. More than 85 percent of the 
people living in the city paid rent to landlords. 

The sweeping nationalization decree of 1975 was another 
significant step forward in the Revolution, and one which further 
spurred the reactionaries into violent attacks against the 
revolutionary organizations. 

At the ceremonies marking the new city administration, the 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Urban Development and 
Housing emphasized that this marked the culmination of the 
organizational process of Addis  Ababa's urban dwellers’ 
associations, and that it was reached through hard struggle and 
sacrifices against the anti-revolutionary forces. 
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He said that the heavy toll in establishing the Addis Ababa City 
Council was nearly 100 comrades dead and more than 150 others 
wounded. 

Counter-revolutionary violence has been a serious factor against 
the Ethiopian Revolution, and the Derg has announced a campaign 
of "red terror to answer the white terror." 

Alluding to this, the permanent secretary, Ato Tesfayo Maru, 
warned the residents of Addis Ababa—a haven of counter- 
revolutionaries—that they ‘‘can no longer remain indifferent to the 
on-going revolution and that they should either stand for the 
Ethiopian Revolution and the unity of the country or join the 
counter-revolutionary camp.” 


January 13, 1978 


Major achievements 
of the Ethiopian Revolution 


{Excerpted from the pamphlet “Tasks, Achievements, Problems, 
and Prospects of the Ethiopian Revolution” put out in September 
1977 by the Ethiopian Revolution Information Center in Addis 
Ababa. ] 

Since February 1974, Ethiopia, which had for so long been a 
happy hunting ground for the local feudal and reactionary ruling 
classes, imperialism and zionism, has undergone a radical change. 
This process of radical change from the remnants of feudalism and 
low level of capitalist development to the path of socialist orientation 
is significant not only for the hitherto oppressed masses of Ethiopia 
but also for Africa as a whole. 

Prior to the February revolution, members of the royal family, the 
feudal landlords, aristocrats and the upper clergy of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church owned and controlled most of the fertile land with 
60 percent of the cultivated land belonging to less than 1,000 
families. The political power exercised by the feudal autocracy had 
its base in the ownership of land, the excessive exploitation of the 
peasants and its dependent links with world imperialism, par- 
ticularly U.S. imperialism. 
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CONDITION OF PEASANTRY 

The downtrodden Ethiopian peasants were compelled to 
surrender up to 75 percent of their crop to the landowners and were 
in addition forced to provide services, such as building and mending 
fences. houses and stables and herding of animals. Moreover, in a 
typical feudal relationship, the feudal landowners and their agents 
exercised great control over the lives of the exploited peasants by 
extending them loans at exorbitant rates of interest, which were as 
high as 300 percent. 

The downtrodden Ethiopian peasants, like the workers and other 
strata of the urban areas. suffered harshly from exploitation, taxes, 
natural disasters and lack of basic human and political rights. The 
scientific and liberating ideas of Marxism-Leninism were proscribed 
and therefore it was dangerous to be in possession of such literature. 
The old regime of Haile Selassie was corrupt and bankrupt, and the 
corruption of the regime could be traced from Haile Selassie down 
the lines. Investigations showed that in addition to all the lands and 
property he and his family owned, he received more than 11 million 
in dividends from the St. George Brewery and that a staggering 
amount of 979,506.84 birrs (500,000 U.S. dollars) was found at the 
National Palace. 

By the beginning of 1974, the position of the outdated feudo- 
bourgeois government based on the ruthless exploitation of the 
toiling masses of Ethiopia had been severely aggravated by the 
criminal neglect of Haile Selassie’s regime to solve the devastating 
effects of the drought in the regions of Wollo and Tigray which 
brought about the death of hundreds of thousands of innocent 
peasants. In addition, the country was also hit by the monetary and 
energy crisis of the world capitalist system. Thus, the social. 
economic, political and national problems, which had lor long 
shackled Ethiopia. came to the fore and aroused the wrath and 
indignation of the people, particularly the students and intellectuals. 


MASS DEMONSTRATIONS AND STRIKES 

In February 1974, there were mass demonstrations and virtual 
uprisings in Addis Ababa and other urban centers of the country. 
Taxi drivers and teachers went on strike. workers and students 
staged mass protests and rallies. In the rapidly evolving 
revolutionary situation of the country, the first nation-wide labor 
strike took place. Peasants. workers, students and revolutionary 
intellectuals advanced revolutionary slogans, such as "Land to the 
Tiller" and "'liquidate poverty and backwardness." 
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The terrible famine which struck the Ethiopian regions of Wollo and 
Tigray in 1973 and 1974 "aroused the wrath" of the people and con- 
tributed to the overthrow of the Haile Selassie regime, which had tried 
to hide it from the rest of the country and the world. These famished 
Ethiopians are shown near their village of Sardo. 


In view of the objective situation—a situation in which there was 
no organized progressive force or party—revolutionary leadership 
had to inevitably come from the armed forces of the country. 
Realizing that they had to be better organized and united in order to 
overthrow the old regime and to withstand pressures from world 
imperialism, particularly U.S. imperialism, units of the army and 
police democratically elected their representatives to form a 
Coordinating Committee of the Armed Forces, Police and 
Territorial Army. By skillfully utilizing their position, the Coor- 
dinating Committee began unmasking the decadent regime and 
compelled Haile Selassie to agree to the abolition of the crown 
council, imperial court and Judicial Review Commission and the 
transfer of the Chief of Staff Office of the Emperor's private cabinet 
to the Ministry of National Defense. By September 12, 1974 the 
Coordinating Committee fully supported by the popular masses 
deposed Haile Selassie and assumed state power under the title of 
the Provisional Military Administrative Council (PMAC) of 
Ethiopia. 


OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY 

The overthrow of the feudal monarchy in general and that of Haile 
Selassie in particular was a landmark in the history of the broad 
masses of Ethiopia, in that it represented not only a great beginning 
for the destruction of feudalism in Ethiopia, but also an event that 
ushered in a new era—an era of revolution and liberation for all the 
oppressed classes and nationalilies of Ethiopia. 

Once the feudal monarchy was brought down, a number of 
revolutionary steps were taken in succession that put Ethiopia on the 
road of the national democratic revolution. First the PMAC 
proclaimed socialism as the guiding principle of the revolution and 
with this, hitherto unknown propagation of socialist science began 
flooding the country. Translation of classical Marxist-Leninist 
literature in the various languages of the country began to be en- 
couraged and a cultural revolution in literature, art and education 
began flourishing. A Zemecha, the National Work Campaign which 
sent 60.000 high school and university students, teachers and 
soldiers to the countryside. was organized. 


LAND NATIONALIZED 

As in the rest of Tropical Africa, the key to resolving the socio- 
economic problems of the country lay in carrying out an effective 
radical program of land reform. In Ethiopia about 90 percent of a 
population of 30 million are peasants toiling hard for a living. With 
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the nationalization of rural land in March 1975, the PMAC un- 
dertook one of the most radical agrarian reforms in Africa. This 
radical land reform measure transferred ownership to the toiling 
peasants, abolished the archaic social relationship between landlord 
and tenant, annulled all outstanding debts and halted the onerous 
system of rent collecting. Small farmers and landless peasants who 
were willing to cultivate the land personally were allotted land not 
exceeding 10 hectares and which cannot be divided, sold or mort- 
gaged. On the huge estates owned by large landowners, state farms 
were and are being established. 


In order to organize the farmers in a collective and cooperative 
manner and to enable them to protect their interests, farmers' 
associations and production units have been or are in the process of 
being created. Already there are over 24,000 farmers' associations 
with membership of more than 7 million farm households. Through 
these associations, the previously downtrodden and exploited serfs 
are becoming active and revolutionary participants in the struggle to 
build the new Ethiopia. The activities of the farmers' associations 
range from digging wells, purchasing farm machinery, constructing 
schools and health clinics to organizing self-defense units for the 
defense of the revolution from the overthrown feudal landlords. As 
of now, the latter units have a membership of over half a million. In 
addition, women have formed their own organizations to better 
enable them to play their rightful role in socially transforming the 
countryside, improving living standards and raising agricultural 
production. 


To make sure that the agrarian reform program was im- 
plemented, in particular the establishment of peasants' associations, 
eradication of illiteracy and improving of health conditions, 60,000 
students and teachers, including 982 officers and rank and file 
soldiers, were sent to the rural areas under the National Work 
Campaign for Development Through Cooperation. This all-round 
campaign played a very important role in explaining to the down- 
trodden peasants their new rights and obligations in setting up 
peasant associations, in teaching a great number of them the 
rudiments of reading, writing and arithmetic and in building many 
new schools, roads, water wells and health clinics. In the initial 
period alone, some 4,377,900 functional literacy books were 
published in Amharic, Tigrigna, Oromigna, Wolaitigna and 
Somaligna. In the public health sector over 200 medical clinics were 
set up. Peasants were taught the elementary rules of hygiene, diet 
and child care, mass vaccinations were carried out against tuber- 
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culosis and small-pox and nearly half a million cattle were 
inoculated against animal disease. 


PRIVATE CAPITAL TAKEN OVER 

In the urban areas too, action was taken by the PMAC to check 
the domination of private capital. Banks, insurance companies and 
hundreds of leading firms were nationalized. The emperor's 
financial interests and palaces were brought under popular control 
and the government took over the extractive industry including 
precious metals, salt and oil refining. Urban landlordism was 
abolished and house rents were slashed by the nationalization of 
urban land and extra houses. Under this proclamation no person or 
family can own more than one dwelling house. The urban land 
proclamation also contains details on the creation, functions and 
membership of cooperative societies and judicial tribunals. the 
highest of which would have jurisdiction over disputes arising 
between urban dwellers and cooperative societies. Following the 
nationalization of banks, insurance companies and other financial 
institutions, the ruthless expatriation of capital out of the country 
has been checked and to a certain extent minimized. A new legal 
tender, which has effectively broken the financial power of the 
former feudal landlords and bureaucratic capitalists. has been 
issued. 
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U.S.escalates 
threats 


January 3, 1978 


Carter, Shah plot 
against Ethiopian Revolution 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 
Attempts to strangle the developing Ethiopian Revolution continue 
to be high on Washington's priority, despite the carefully cultivated 
air of “neutrality” being disseminated by the administration. 

Take, for example, Carter’s much-publicized trip abroad. A most 
important part of his discussions with the Shah of Iran (although 
mentioned in only two paragraphs in yesterday's New York Times) 
was on the question of Ethiopia. There were no big press releases on 
it, nor official statements by Carter or the Shah. But the Times 
reporter, with access to unnamed ''diplomats,"' said that there is an 
"intensive behind-the-scenes American attempt to get Middle 
Eastern and African countries to lead a drive for ceasefire 
negotiations" in the fighting between Somalia and Ethiopia. 

What does this really mean? . .. 

Ethiopia has now retrained its troops to use their new Soviet 
weaponry, according to the Western press, and is in a much stronger 
position to push back the Somali army. 
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So now—yes. now—the U.S. is mounting an "intensive behind- 
the-scenes attempt” to get a ceasefire before the Somalis are driven 
out. Exactly the same tactic used to legitimize Israel’s grabs of Arab 
land in 1967 and 1973! This ‘‘ceasefire’’ ploy will also be "an im- 
portant part of Mr. Carter's talks in Riyadh, the Saudi capital," 
adds the Times. 


U.S. TALKS *CEASEFIRE," PUSHES FOR WAR 

Yet at the same time that Washington talks of peace, it prepares 
its puppets and client states in the area for war. Just last week the 
Carter administration announced it was selling 12 fighter planes to 
the Sudan for about $75 million—that money conveniently to be 
supplied by Saudi Arabia and Egypt. It made clear that the sale of 
combat arms to Sudan—the first ever—was because Washington 
was worried about its “Marxist neighbors.” 

The lineup in the Horn of Africa has become crystal clear for all 
who are willing to see. Deeply alarmed over what it sees as a 
profound and deep-going social revolution in Ethiopia which is on 
the road to a workers’ and peasants’ dictatorship in the Leninist 
sense, U.S. imperialism is feverishly lining up all its puppets in a 
frantic effort to thwart that Revolution. Sadat, the Shah of Iran, the 
Saudi monarch, and Jaafar el-Nimeiry, butcher of the Sudanese 
left—all are willing accomplices of imperialism in this plot. 

The Ethiopian workers and peasants, and their courageous 
leaders who have embarked on such an earth-shaking course, are on 
their part working feverishly to mobilize, organize, train, and 
strengthen themselves for the struggles yet to come. 


January 18, 1978 


U.S. escalates threats 
against Ethiopian Revolution 


By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD 
The U.S. imperialist ruling class has dramatically stepped up its 
attacks against the Ethiopian Revolution in the last week. 

In a campaign reminiscent of the coordinated efforts to prevent 
Angola's victory in 1976, secret U.S. military moves against Ethiopia 
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have been supplemented over the past week by hostile statements 
from President Carter and former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger. At the same time the major organs of the imperialist 
media have devoted numerous editorials, columns, and news articles 
to a '"the- Russians-are-coming" scare campaign. 

Carter opened up the war of nerves in his press conference of Jan. 
12. 1978, when he first openly lied about the U.S. role in the Horn of 
Africa ("we would use our influence to bring about peace") and then 
blamed the Soviet Union for the war between Somalia and Ethiopia 
("we have expressed our concern to the Soviets in very strong 
terms"). 

Coming from the President of the United States, this represented 
an ominous red-baiting attack and an implied threat apainst 
Ethiopia, which turned to the Soviet Union for aid last spring after 
expelling all U.S. military advisors. 

Despite Carter's talk of ‘‘peace,” it was the U.S. that urged 
Somalia to attack Ethiopia last July, as has been abundantly 
documented in the bourgeois press. Since then, the U.S. and the 
other NATO countries have been coordinating their pressures on 
Ethiopia with the main imperialist client states in the area—Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Iran, and Egypt. 

Kissinger in an NBC-TV interview broadcast the night after 
Carter's press conference, as much as admitted this when he said 
that Saudi Arabia had ‘‘got themselves involved in Somalia partly at 
our urging." It has been reported in the press that Saudi Arabia has 
now provided Somalia with $600 million in arms since Somali 
President Siad Barre was induced to launch the invasion of 
Ethiopia's Ogaden region. 

Kissinger also compared Ethiopia to Angola when he said. “There 
has now been exactly the same pattern in Ethiopia that we previously 
saw in Angola." While he was making the analogy within the context 
of Soviet and Cuban military support to both countries, the broader 
social and political meaning should not be lost on those in the left- 
wing movement who have so far failed to recognize that a profound 
anti-imperialist social revolution is taking place in Ethiopia. “If the 
Ethiopian government holds together," Kissinger warned the 
bourgeoisie, ‘‘the outcome is fairly predictable," implying that the 
present government of Mengistu Haile Mariam is bringing Ethiopia 
solidly into the socialist camp. 


The U.S. strategy appears to be to threaten the Soviet Union and 
Cuba with reprisals if they continue their support of Ethiopia, and 
publicly profess "non-involvement'' in the conflicts in the Ogaden 


65 


and Eritrea while secretly going ahead with increasing the military 
pressure on Ethiopia through third countries. 


U.S. SECRETLY ARMS SOMALIA 

For Washington to openly support Somalia's invasion of the 
Ogaden would be to violate all international agreements barring 
aggression. Somalia has not a shred of legality in its claims to the 
area—and has indeed alarmed other U.S. allies in Africa like Kenya, 
one-third of which Mogadishu also claims as part of “Greater 
Somalia." Therefore Washington must act secretly in getting arms 
to Somalia—which it very definitely is doing. 

After meeting with Carter early this month, “the Iranians and 
Saudis quietly agreed to provide weapons to Somalia,” writes 
veteran Washington analyst Tad Szulc in The Trib of Jan. 16, 1978 
“either from their own stocks of American equipment or through 
direct purchases for the Somalis in the United States. Carter has 
given his blessings to this move (under the law the United States 
government must approve transfers of American arms to third 
countries unless Congress vetoes it). 


Did Carter say anything about this in his press conference? No, 
not a word from this saintly ‘man of peace." He just expressed his 
"concern about the loss of life” and urged negotiations. 

But at the same time, the Pentagon, the State Department, and 
the CIA were working around the clock devising both a military 
strategy against Ethiopia and a political cover for what is in effect 
nothing more nor less than old-fashioned imperialist gunboat 
diplomacy. 


CARTER VIOLATES U.S. LAW 

What Carter is doing is a flagrant violation not only of in- 
ternational law but also of U.S. law. For, despite the President's 
"blessings'' to the Shah and the Saudi king to provide U.S. arms to 
Somalia, U.S. law requires a Congressional waiver for this to take 
place, something that syndicated columnists Evans and Novak on 
Jan. 12, 1978 surmised probably could not be obtained. 

When Yugoslavia sold Ethiopia a few U.S.-supplied PT-boats 
earlier this year, U.S. “Defense” Secretary Harold Brown visited 
Belgrade and read them the riot act, extracting a promise from the 
Yugoslav government never to do it again. But in the struggle 
against revolutionary Ethiopia, this law is thrown out the window. 

In addition to funneling arms to Somalia through third parties, 
the U.S. has upped its weapons shipments to those reactionary 
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states in the area directly threatening Ethiopia. Last month the 
Carter administration announced it was sending 12 fighter planes to 
Sudan, the first combat arms sold to that country, because 
Washington was worried about its “Marxist neighbors.” Sudan has 
been the major rear area for the Eritreans fighting to secede from 
Ethiopia, and also for the feudalist Ethiopian Democratic Union 
(EDU). > 

Ethiopia was also a major topic at the latest meeting of NATO 
ministers—and we can presume their discussion wasn't limited 
to platitudes of the Presidential-press conference variety. 


NOT “SOVIET THREAT” BUT SOCIALIST “THREAT” 

"Ethiopia is the Carter administration’s Angola," writes 
columnist Victor Zorza in today's Washington Post. And we all 
know what the U.S. imperialist ruling class tried to do in Angola: the 
CIA is acknowledged to have spent at least $50 million in Angola 
trying to install a puppet government with South African-trained 
"liberation army" troops. 

The imperialists see Ethiopia as, if anything, even more 
strategically important than Angola. Not only does it occupy a key 
location, but with six times as many people and the second biggest 
army in Black Africa, it can be a tremendously powerful force aiding 
in the liberation of the whole continent. 

That is why the outraged cries of “Soviet threat" are echoing 
throughout the Western capitalist world, why expressions of alarm 
are flowing thick and fast from the very ones who are themselves 
involved in a major conspiracy to promote even a bigger war in 
Africa. 
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January 27, 1978 


Site: Washington, D.C. 
Present: NATO heavies 
Subject: Ethiopia 


On Nov. 28, 1917, with the Bolshevik seizure of power barely 
two weeks old, an infamous Paris Conference of the Entente drew up 
an agreement on intervening in Soviet Russia. The U.S., British, and 
French imperialist governments, despite their preoccupation with 
the war against imperialist Germany and its allies, agreed on a pact 
aimed at dismembering and overthrowing the newly-born Soviet 
Republic. On Dec. 23, 1917, the French and British further agreed 
upon a division of Russia into spheres of influence. By the end of the 
imperialist world war in late 1918. the victorious Entente powers 
were engaged in a full-fledged military invasion of the world's first 
workers state. 

Sixty years later, another such ominous conference was taking 
place. but this time in Washington. D.C., over the past weekend. 
The meeting was first acknowledged in a small article in the Jan. 21, 
1978 edition of the New York Times, entitled “U.S. Allies to Meet on 
Ogaden War.” The U.S. State Department had announced that 
high officials of the foreign ministries of Britain, France, West 
Germany, Italy, and the U.S. would take part in a meeting "to 
discuss the Ethiopian-Somali conflict." But all one State Depart- 
ment official would say about the closed-door gathering to reporters 
was: 

“It is not a decision-making meeting, but I wouldn't rule out some 
conclusions or decisions." 

When this closed-door conclave was over, an innocuous state- 
ment was released to the press announcing that the parties had 
called for a "negotiated settlement" of the war in the Ogaden. Yes, 
certainly, that's why these unnamed high officials from all the major 
Western imperialist powers had rushed to Washington for a super- 
secret meeting—so that they could issue a call for negotiations! And 
of course the imperialist press obliged in this fiction, relegating to a 
3-inch news item an event which in reality deserves major headlines 
and probing questions. 
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CRITICAL TURNING POINT 

The meeting comes on the heels of a critical turning point in the 
consolidation of the Ethiopian Revolution. À counter-revolutionary 
coup attempt within Ethiopia was defeated in November and the 
well-coordinated, U.S.-backed war to dismember Ethiopia has run 
into major roadblocks. 


Since last July, Washington and Wall Street have been covertly 
backing the Somali invasion of Ethiopia. They have used reactionary 
puppet regimes, such as those of Saudi Arabia, Iran. Sudan. and 
Egypt to funnel arms and aid to Somalia and also to the feudalist 
Ethiopian Democratic Union and Eritrean secessionist groups. 


West Germany, the only imperialist power to openly arm Somalia, 
has just had its diplomatic personnel ousted from Ethiopia. But now 
having whipped up a propaganda hysteria over ‘'a Soviet and Cuban 
threat in the Horn of Africa,” the U.S. imperialist rulers and their 
junior partners in Western Europe are obviously plotting new and 
dangerous steps to crush the Ethiopian Revolution. 


The cynical Washington and Pentagon strategists are even using 
the present impasse in the sham Israeli-Egyptian ‘peace talks" to 
bribe Sadat into a more active role in the drive to topple the 
revolutionary Ethiopian government. In the hopes of obtaining 
substantial U.S. arms aid along with some concessions from Carter 
and Begin, Sadat offered his services last week to U.S. Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance to counter “Soviet influence in the Horn of 
Africa." (The Egyptian regime reportedly has for some time been 
selling arms directly to Somalia.) The virulent anti-communist 
Sudanese regime has already received 12 F-5E fighter planes from 
the Pentagon, and a similar sale is being considered for Egypt. 


The support elicited by the Ethiopian government from the USSR 
and Cuba to defend itself from encirclement and invasion by im- 
perialism and all its allies and lackeys is just and necessary. The U.S. 
plays an exactly opposite role to that of the USSR in the Horn of 
Africa; it is trying to crush the Ethiopian Revolution and has invited 
the Somali invasion. It is the duty of every working class and 
progressive movement throughout the world to lend its full support 
to the embattled Ethiopian Revolution. There can be no more 
confusion as to the class character of that revolutionary upheaval 
and its global enemies. On the one side is the class of monopoly 
capitalism led by the U.S. imperialists. On the other are the 
Ethiopian masses, led by Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam and 
supported by the Soviet Union, Cuba, Vietnam, the German 
Democratic Republic, and other socialist countries. 
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Appendix 


February 10, 1978 
Ethiopia attacks U.S.-NATO plot 


Editor’s note: The following is excerpted from the text af a Jan. 30 
nationwide radio and television address by Lt. Col. Mengistu Haile Marlam, 
chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council of Ethiopia. 


The broad masses of Ethiopia had, for ages, protracted and bitter struggle 
against colonialists, arrogant invaders, and racist powers to defend 
themselves against these same anti-people and anti-peace forces. 

But although the masses of Ethiopia have had a long history of bitter class 
struggle and victory, they also passed through a long history of exploitation. 
oppression, grinding poverty, and untold suffering. 

During the defunct oppressive feudo-fascist system whose demise has 
been brought about by the masses, the overwhelming majority of the 
Ethiopian people was subjected to a life of slavery and tenancy with its 
labour exploited. It will be recalled that 90 percent of the Ethiopian people 
depended on farming for its squalid livelihood and of this 70 percent 
comprised tenants. These tenants were compelled to pay up to 75 percent of 
whatever they produced to the nobility and absentee landlords who enjoyed 
luxury in the various urban centres. 


WORLD'S PEOPLE HAIL ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION 

The Ethiopian revolution, which was a spontaneous occurrence. has 
reached its present stage. It has been manifestly demonstrated during the 
past three years that the victories scored by our popular revolution were 
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greeted with joy and constant support by Africans and by all the progressive 
peoples of the world. 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our revolutionary 
gratitude to the peace-loving socialist countries and other progressive forces 
which have given us genuine and unreserved support. 

On the other hand. there are reactionary forces which, ever since the 
beginning of our revolution, have been conspiring to undermine our in- 
dependence, to dismember our country, and to subvert our revolution. As 
our revolution gained clarity and depth, these reactionary forces are now 
planning to expand the scope of the illegal war they had unleashed against 
us on various fronts under the coordination of international imperialism. 

They are in the process of preparing to array themselves against us in 
concert. 

In addition to the conspiracy which imperialist and reactionary forces of 
the neighbourhood have been weaving and still weave in Northern Ethiopia, 
they are also in an extremely serious manner casting their evil eyes through 
Eastern Ethiopia and working in close collusion with the reactionary ruling 
classes of Mogadishu. 

Without having the least conviction in socialist philosophy, the leaders of 
Somalia have been trading in the name of socialism to amass armament. 
They were praising the Soviet Union as their greatest friend while strongly 
castigating Western countries in public. But today, the Soviet Union and 
other genuine socialist countries . . . are clearly opposed to such adventurism 
on account of its anti-people and anti- peace aim. Because of this the leaders 
of Somalia . . . are now lavishing praises on those countries they were 
denouncing vulgarly and slandering those who they were admiring only too 
recently. 

Right after we declared socialism as our guiding principle, we sought to 
promote ways and means whereby the oppressed peoples of Somalia and 
Ethiopia could best cooperate in the interest of peace, progress, and good 
neighbourliness in our area instead of further widening the imperialist- 
instigated unscientific contradictions in the Horn of Africa. To this end, we 
went even to the extent of proposing to the rulers of Somalia... a con- 
federation which would initially embrace our two countries. 

The response of the rulers of Somalia to all these calls of good- 
neighbourliness and peace was however to make feverish preparations, in 
alliance with imperialism. to launch a war of aggression against Ethiopia. 

Revolutionary Ethiopia—the victim of unlawful and naked aggression— 
had at the time publicly brought the matter to the attention of the 
Organization of African Unity and the whole world. 

Having realized the fact that the invading forces of Somalia had stepped 
up their action, the Good Offices Committee of the Organization of African 
Unity met in Libreville, Gabon, in August 1977, and endeavoured to resolve 
the problem peacefully with the participation of representatives of the 
Governments of Somalia and Ethiopia. 
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Subsequently, in violation of the resolution passed by the committee 
within the framework of the basic principles of the OAU Charter deploring 
the conflict and calling for respect for territorial integrity and non- 
interference in the internal affairs of one country by another, Somalia in- 
stead expanded the areas of invasion. 

The United States of America has, for the past 25 years, been the main 
supplier of arms to Ethiopia. 


It is to be remembered that in order to preserve her independence and 
safeguard her frontiers, Ethiopia had two years ago signed an agreement 
with the United States for the purchase of defensive weapons with money 
raised from the poor masses of Ethiopia, while awaiting delivery after having 
paid the money, the United States suspended the supply of arms to Ethiopia 
only a few months before Somalia launched its war of aggression against this 
country. The U.S. Government has, therefore, by such an act not only in- 
directly encouraged Somalia to commit aggression against Ethiopia but has 
also failed to condemn the arrogant aggression even after it was launched. 

There are, in this connection, certain instructive parallels recorded in 
history. The Ethiopian people will. for instance, never forget the embargo on 
arms imposed by Western European countries and the United States when, 
in 1935, Fascist Italy committed a similar aggression against Ethiopia. I 
wish to stress here the harm done to Ethiopia by the United States in 
particular at that time. 

In August 1935, American Import-Export Banks declared their intention 
not to grant credit to Ethiopia for the purchase of arms and ammunition. In 
October of the same year, the U.S. Government imposed an arms embargo 
on Ethiopia. It is clear that these measures had deprived Ethiopia of vital 
defence capability while at one and the same time helped the invader— 
Fascist ltaly—as a source of advantage and strength. Within six weeks after 
the invading forces of Mussolini entered Addis Ababa on May 5, 1936. the 
U.S. lifted the embargo on the export of arms to Ethiopia. 

This U.S. Government policy of support for the arrogant and naked 
aggression had not only rendered Ethiopia defenceless but it had also 
created a situation whereby Fascist Italy, which was not short of arms. could 
buy them from the U.S. if necessary once it had occupied this country. 
History will not forget that. buoyed by this support. Mussolini had even gone 
to the extent of expressing his appreciation in a jubilant address he delivered 
at a Rome public square on June 20, 1936. 


NATO HEADS PLOT 

As we today witness the recent meeting of representatives of the 
Governments of the United States, Britain, France, Italy, and the Federal 
Republic of Germany designed to coordinate their support to a conspiracy 
with invading Somalia—an act that is inimical to peace and the basic in- 
terests of people—it is apparent that as history repeats itself these same 
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forces are trying to re-enact once again the acts of perfidy and injustice 
which they had perpetrated against the Ethiopian people in 1935. 

Even though certain Western governments had ‘betrayed Ethiopia in 
collusion with Mussolini during Fascist Italy's Invasion, the Ethiopian 
people will always cherish the fact that the broad masses of Western Europe 
and the United States had exposed and condemned the conspiracies of their 
governments and had also resolutely struggled for the freedom and in- 
dependence of Ethiopia by endeavoring to bring about a change in policy 
on the part of their policy-makers. Today too. we are confident that the 
broad masses of Western Europe and the United States. . . would hardly 
view with indifference the conspiracies . . . which their governments have 
been committing and still continue td commit against Ethiopia. We, 
therefore, call upon them to awaken their conscience and, by making their 
voices heard, help give a just verdict and thereby foil the conspiracy. 

Western news agencies have been creating headlines that the invading 
forces of the reactionary Mogadishu ruling classes had captured such 
towns of revolutionary Ethiopia as Jijiga, Neghelle, Harar, and Dire Dawa 
and that in the North the anti-people bandits had seized Asmara and 
Massawa. These quarters, which had all along been claiming that Ethiopia 
was finished and dead. have today in the same breath started clamouring 
that Ethiopia is armed beyond her capacity and that she is either preparing 
to invade or will invade Somalia. 

The tactic and objective of these anti-people and anti-peace ruling 
classes (U.S. imperialists and their lackeys— WW) as is being used and seen 
today in the Horn of Africa, are not new but old ones that had been tried 
and are still being used against numerous oppressed peoples and developing 
countries. It is the old dilapidated open policy and plot of divide-exploit- 
weaken, otherwise known as neo-colonialism or indirect rule. Having failed 
in their sinister designs against the oppressed people of the Far East, the 
Middle East and Latin America, . . . they are now turning to Africa. 

Although there exist in Africa certain sick and opportunist forces, victory 
is being scored by the concerted struggle against old and new forms of 
colonialism. Freedom fighters in Southern Africa are bringing the racist 
Fascists to their knees. 

In the context of the victories achieved by Africa and the historic struggle 
for freedom, the line is being clearly drawn between those arrayed for and 
against freedom. progress, and unity. 

Africa is a continent with untapped resources potential which could 
benefit other parts of the world as well. Africa possesses progressive and 
youthful manpower which is fully dependable for the continent's 
revolutionary change and progress. 

There is no conspiracy that is not hatched and no design that is not 
plotted by anti-people and anti-peace forces to arrest this historic tide and 
subvert this growing force. 
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The conspiracy against Ethiopia's entity and revolution is a neo- 
colonialist one masterminded by imperialism. 


CARTER TARGETS ETHIOPIA 

It is quite obvious that American President Carter's recent talks and 
consultations with Middle East and Western European leaders were aimed 
at capitalizing on Somalia's propaganda that it is to be invaded as well as to 
coordinate ways for bringing the Horn of Africa, and particulary Ethiopia 
and the Red Sea, under the control of anti-Ethiopian forces. 

By declaring that he was hopeful Somalia would seek peace, President 
Carter has attempted to project invading Somalia as a peace seeker and 
invaded Ethiopia as aggressor. 

Following consultation with President Carter, the Shah of Iran said that 
he would not remain indifferent if Ethiopia violated Somalia's border and it 
is clear that this is intended to give him an excuse for openly shipping to 
Somalia arms which he has been doing secretly in the past. The ruling 
classes in Iran and Saudi Arabia have informed Carter of their decision to 
support Somalia's flagrant invasion of Ethiopia. They have agreed on the 
following proposals in order to fill Somalia's war arsenal to enable it to 
expand its invasion: 

1. Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and West Germany to provide Somalia 
with the money needed for the purchase of arms needed for expanding the 
invasion, 

2. Egypt to provide Somalia with as much weaponry as possible from the 
arms stockpile it had received from the Soviet Union, 

3. American military bases in Saudi Arabia, Iran, and West Germany to 
deliver to Somalia through Iran as much arms as the latter demands, 

4. Further arms delivery to be secured from Western Europe and the U.S., 

5. Iran to intervene directly by sending its armed forces to fight if Somalia 
fails through weakness to attain its expansionist aims following such arms 
delivery, 

6. Iran's army to mount its interventionist war from Oman and Saudi 
Arabia to provide air support, and 

7. 'The urgent creation of an anti-Ethiopian military pact comprising the 
governments in the Persian Gulf or the Gulf States. 

The other anti-Ethiopia front is the conspiracy against our revolution and 
our entity on the part of petro-dollar regimes like Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, and other reactionary ruling classes to provide invading Somalia 
with arms, money, and troops. 

The crimes being committed against black peoples by the decadent 
regimes in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, and the Gulf States are not 
confined to Ethiopia alone. Instead of siding with the African peoples who 
sympathize with them in their conflict with Israel, these Arab countries are 
doing their utmost to support the economies of the arch-enemy of the 
African people, the Racist and Fascist minority regime in South Africa by 
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investing in its commercial and industrial development. They have ignored 
repeated calls by Africa to cut off oil supplies to this Racist and illegal 
regime. They are at the same time generous in financing efforts made to 
divide, bleed and weaken Africa. They are also pulverizing the stateless 
Palestinians. 


IMPERIALIST CONSPIRACY 

In addition to the aforementioned forces arrayed against a developing and 
non-aligned country seeking to solve its internal, social, and economic 
problems and establish a free society wherein justice, equality, and op- 
portunity for all prevail, an extraordinary situation has been created. This is 
the agreement reached following an urgent and closed session in 
Washington by member governments of the NATO Military Pact—the U.S., 
Britain, West Germany, Italy, and France—to secretly arm invading 
Somalia. 

These five major powers constitute the majority of the permanent 
members of the UN Security Council which the peoples of the world regard 
as guarantor of global peace. 

According to the communique said to have been issued after the meeting, 
these powers suggested that Somalia negotiate with invaded Ethiopia while 
they failed to condemn the former for its aggression. This is most 
deplorable. 

This is the posture of the permanent members who play a major role in 
the UN's peacekeeping organ. 

What we are struggling for is to uphold our unity, territorial integrity, and 
national independence. 

What we are struggling for is to establish an absolutely free society 
devoid of exploitation, oppression, injustice, and differences based on 
religion, tribe, and sex—a society where peace, justice, equality, and social 
progress prevail. 

We will continue our just and legitimate defensive struggle without any 
hesitation whatsoever to clear our territory and drive out the arrogant in- 
vading force of Somalia in accordance with Article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter, unless the lawless and arrogant ruling classes of Somalia un- 
conditionally and immediately... withdraw their invading force. 

Our choice is one: Revolutionary Ethiopia or death. A single day's 
freedom preferred over perpetual shame and indirect slavery. We will not be 
panicked regardless of what anti- people and anti-peace forces are mobilized 
and arrayed against us. 
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The Akaki Tire Factory has also been the target of counter-revolution: 


terror. That's why the worker in center, a member of the factory milit 


carries a rifle. 
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Program of the 
National Democratic 
Revolution of Ethiopia 


issued April 20, 1976 


INTRODUCTION 

In order to advance the revolution of the broad masses of Ethiopia and 
guide it towards its ultimate goal, it is necessary to start from a correct 
understanding of Ethiopia's current reality. The character of the revolution 
at this stage and its future course must be known. The class enemies and 
class friends of the revolution must also be correctly distinguished. The 
nature of the Ethiopian society is semi-feudal and semi-capitalist and as 
such its basic problems originate from feudalism, imperialism and 
bureaucratic capitalism, the product of these twin forces. These three 
determine the nature of the present Ethiopian society and its various 
manifestations. 

The Ethiopian people have waged a continuous struggle against their 
class enemies for a long time. This struggle attained a new and radical form 
in February 1974. Since then. it has been proceeding at a great momentum. 
Yet. it cannot be said that contradictions between the peasantry and the 
feudal class, between the working class and the bourgeoisie, between 
Ethiopia's broad masses and imperialism has been resolved. In addition, 
contradictions among nationalities, religions, sexes, etc., though of a 
secondary nature with respect to class contradictions, also await solution. 

The proper resolution of these contradictions will begin with the national 
democratic revolution and will attain its consummation through the sub- 
sequent socialist revolution. The objective of the national democratic 
revolution is to liberate Ethiopia from the yokes of feudalism and im- 
perialism and to lay the foundations for the transition to socialism. But it is 
necessary to makea proper class analysis of Ethiopian society which is semi- 
feudal and semi-capitalist and determine the real friends and the real 
enemies of the national democratic revolution. 

In general, the national democratic revolution is a struggle between two 
broad fronts. On one side, there is the front of the counter-revolution. This 
front is comprised of the feudal class. the comprador bourgeoisie and the 
bureaucratic bourgeoisie. Imperialism is a partner and supporter of this 
front. On the other side, the broad front of revolutionary forces is based on 
the worker-peasant alliance. The petty bourgeoisie is a close friend and ally 
of this latter front. In addition, there are other oppressed strata of society 
and progressive and patriotic individuals who have transcended their class 
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and are ready to stand on the side of the revolution. The lumpen proletariat 
will immensely gain from the revolution. But by its class character, it is 
possible that it can become an instrument of reactionary forces. Therefore, 
the revolution should handle the lumpen proletariat with care and caution. 
As one of the basic features of the national democratic revolution is that it is 
anti-feudal, its aim is to unite all anti-feudal forces in a struggle for the 
attainment of genuine democracy for all oppressed classes. And as the 
national democratic revolution is also anti-imperialist, it also establishes a 
broad front of all anti-imperialist forces and strives towards the establish- 
ment of a society with an independent economic, political and social order. 
This is why the present stage of our revolution is characterized as the 
national democratic revolution. Uniting and leading the broad masses 
through the national democratic revolution is the only road to the transition 
to socialism. 

In the short span of time since February 1974, the revolutionary 
movement of the Ethiopian people has attained several major victories. On 
the economic front. all rural land has been nationalized; urban land and 
extra houses have been put under government control; banks, industries 
and insurance companies have become public property through various 
proclamations. These measures have shaken the feudo-capitalist system at 
its base. On the political front, the major victory is not only the removal of 
the emperor from power, but also the dealing of death blows to feudal 
lackeys and thereby the heralding of the complete abolition of the archaic 
autocratic monarchical rule which has remained the mainstay of feudal 
Ethiopia. This has also resulted in the awakening of the masses. Socialism 
has also been declared as the guiding principle of the revolution. And this 
has opened the way for the public propagation of the socialist world- 
outlook. 

In order to consolidate and give these victories a lasting premise and 
increase popular participation in the overall revolutionary process, it is 
imperative that the broad masses be politicized, organized and armed. The 
Provisional Military Government of Ethiopia, on various occasions, has 
declared its clear intention to transfer state power to the broad masses. 
Therefore, in order to enable all anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces to 
organize freely, and in order to establish a united front under the leadership 
of the working class party which can establish a people’s democratic state, 
the following programme has been issued. 


SECTION I 
AIM OF THE PROGRAMME 
(1) To completely abolish feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic 
capitalism from Ethiopia and with the united effort of all anti-feudal and 
anti-imperialist forces build a new Ethiopia and Jay a strong foundation for 
the transition to socialism. 
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(2) Towards this end, under the leadership of the working class and on 
the basis of the worker- peasant alliance and in collaboration with the petty 
bourgeoisie and other anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces, establish a 
people's democratic republic in which the freedom, equality, unity and 
prosperity of the Ethiopian peoples is ensured, in which self-government at 
different levels is exercised and which allows for the unconditional exercise 
of human and democratic rights. 


SECTION II 
CONTENTS OF THE PROGRAMME 

(3) To release the country's productive forces from all feudal and im- 
perialist production relations; to accelerate the economic development of 
the country in order to raise the standard of living of the broad masses. 
Since the building of a strong and an independent national economy is 
possible only through the balanced development of the industrial and 
agricultural sectors of the national economy, it is necessary to have a cen- 
tralized national plan based on socialist principles. Such a plan must take 
agriculture as the foundation of the country's economy and proceed towards 
establishing light industry that serves the immediate needs of the broad 
masses. At the same time emphasis will also be given to the establishment of 
heavy industries which will be primarily based on utilizing the country's 
natural resources. It is a known fact that heavy industry is a prerequisite for 
a strong national economy. Towards this end, it is necessary: 


(a) to fully implement the revolutionary proclamation that nationalized all 
rural lands. The government shall ensure the rights of individually owning 
farmers and at the same time it encourages and shall provide the necessary 
moral and material support to all cooperative endeavours of the peasant 
masses. In order to increase the total agricultural output of the country, the 
government will also establish large-scale state farms in different places. 

(b) to strengthen the major industries, banks and insurance companies 
already under government control and make them more beneficial to the 
broad masses. And to free the country from imperialist domination, major 
transport and foreign trade organizations have to be placed under state 
control. 

(c) to give the necessary incentive to local businessmen and industrialists 
and to all those citizens engaged in individual enterprises useful for the 
society. Within the guidelines of the national plan, these groups will be 
provided with the opportunities to benefit for themselves while contributing 
ta the overall development of the national economy. 

(4) The enhancement of the welfare of the broad masses of Ethiopia and 
the entire development of the country depends on the determined effort of 
the people themselves. It is the determination and effort of the masses that 
will pave the future course of the country. But in order to mobilize the 
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E 1974 all Marxist literature was banned in Ethiopia. Here, spring of 
1977, Ethiopian workers joined their class throughout the world їп 
celebrating May Day, the international workers’ holiday. 

Photo: Ethiopian Revolution Information Center 


energy of the masses for the purpose of increasing production. the following 
steps need to be undertaken. 

(a) There will be an educational programme that will provide free 
education, step by step, to the broad masses. Such a programme will aim at 
intensifying the struggle against feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic 
capitalism. All necessary measures to eliminate illiteracy will be undertaken. 
All necessary encouragement will be given for the development of science, 
technology. the arts and literature. All the necessary effort will be made to 
free the diversified cultures of imperialist cultural domination, from their 
own reactionary characteristics. Opportunities will be provided to allow 
them to develop, advance and grow with the aid of modern means and 
resources. 

(b) To ensure full and meaningful life for the broad masses, all the 
necessary effort will be undertaken to provide adequate health services. 

(c) Better jobs and employment opportunities will be provided for the 
jobless and for those employed as servants and housemaids by private 
persons. Every necessary effort will be undertaken to allow women to 
Participate fully in productive labour and thereby eliminate prostitution. 

(d) All the necessary effort to ensure the welfare of patriots, citizens who 
have no supporters. and other individuals who have served the society with 
distinction in diverse ways will be made. Orphans, abandoned children, and 
the disabled will be given adequate care. Relief shall be provided to help 
those groups affected by natural disasters such as drought. flood. 
earthquake, etc. 


(5) The right to self-determination of all nationalities will be recognized 
and fully respected. No nationality will dominate another one since the 
history, culture, language and religion of each nationality will have equal 
recognition in accordance with the spirit of socialism. The unity of 
Ethiopia's nationalities will be based on their common struggle against 
feudalism, imperialism, bureaucratic capitalism and all reactionary forces. 
This united struggle is based on the desire to construct a new life and a new 
society based on equality, brotherhood and mutual respect. 

Nationalities on border areas and those scattered over various regions 
have been subjected to special subjugation for a long time. Special attention 
will be made to raise the political. economic and cultural life of these 
nationalities. All necessary steps to equalize these nationalities with the 
other nationalities of Ethiopia will be undertaken. 

Given Ethiopia's existing situation, the problem of nationalities can be 
resolved if each nationality is accorded full right to self-government. This 
means that each nationality will have regional autonomy to decide on 
matters concerning its internal affairs. Within its environs, it has the right to 
determine the contents of its political, economic and social life. use Its own 
language and elect its own leaders and administrators to head its internal 
organs. 
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This right of self- government of nationalities will be implemented in 
accordance with all democratic procedures and principles. 

(6) There will not be any sort of discrimination among religions and sexes. 
Nocitizen will be accorded special privilege in his or her political, economic 
and social undertaking on the basis of religion and sex. 

(7) The role of Ethiopia's armed forces and police is to safeguard 
Ethiopia's territorial integrity, unity and peace. They will be given all the 
necessary socialist education that will enable them to fulfill these tasks and 
protect the welfare of Ethiopia's broad masses. Steps will be taken that 
during peace time, side by side with the masses, they take active part in 
production and development areas. , 

Ethiopia's national interest, unity and integrity ultimately depends on the 
energy of its broad masses. It is this energy that can ultimately deter all 
external and domestic enemies. Therefore all the necessary steps to arm and 
train the masses will be undertaken. 

(8) All effort will be made to ensure that the rights of Ethiopian nationals 
living in foreign lands are fully respected. The rights of expatriates legally 
residing in Ethiopia will also be properly respected and protected. 

(9) The foreign policy of the country will be guided by the well-known 
principles of non-aligned nations. These are: 

(a) respect for peace, justice and equality 

(b) non-alignment 

(c) national independence, national unity and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries 

Therefore, close and strong collaboration will be established with the 
sister countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, and with all national 
liberation movements and other progressive organizations dedicated to the 

- Struggle against imperialism, neo-colonialism and racism. 

The principles of the charters of the United Nations and of the 
Organization of African Unity will be respected. All measures to strengthen 
ties and collaboration with sister African states, in particular with neigh- 
bouring ones, will be undertaken. No effort shall be spared to foster the 
spirit of good neighbourliness and mutual respect among states. 


SECTION III 
IMMEDIATE TASKS 
To attain the above objectives and taking into full account the objective 
conditions of the country. the broad masses of Ethiopia. united and free 
trom any form of coercion, must be provided with all opportunities to 
construct a new society. Feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic 
capitalism should be defeated as soon as possible. In short. all reactionary 


forces must be liquidated. Hence, the following steps require immediate 
implementation. 
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(1) The revolution can advance forward only if the popular masses are 
made politically conscious, and are organized and armed. But in order to do 
all these. all sectors of the oppressed classes must be furnished with the 
opportunity to learn, to teach, to organize and be organized. For all these, it 
is imperative to put into practice an unrestricted exercise of democratic 
rights for all anti-feudal, anti-imperialist and anti-bureaucratic capitalist 
forces. These forces will be immediately accorded full freedom to speak, to 
write, to assemble, to demonstrate peacefully, to organize and be organized. 

The national democratic revolution of Ethiopia will be assured of victory 
if all anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces unite in a broad revolutionary 
front. Therefore, all progressive forces will be accorded the freedom to 
organize and be organized in political parties and in mass organizations as a 
step towards establishing such a united front. But since final victory by such 
a united front is only assured when a true proletarian party is organized, 
strengthened and assumes the full leadership of the front, the government 
will extend unceasing assistance to revolutionary groups and individuals 
struggling to establish such a vanguard party. The necessary moral and 
material help will be given to all democratic parties, mass organizations and 
other progressive forces engaged in the anti-feudal and anti-imperialist 
struggle so as to make such groups contribute to the general struggle of 
Ethiopia's broad masses. 


(3) All strata of the broad masses must be organized and become part of 
the popular revolutionary front. Hence, the need to raise the political 
awareness of the masses and to organize and arm them. Also, the effort to 
eliminate the enemies of the masses must inexorably proceed. During this 
process, the government has the duty to make sure that secondary con- 
tradictions that may arise among progressive elements are not taken ad- 
vantage of by reactionary forces. Otherwise, counter-revolutionary forces 
will have the chance to do all they can to retard the revolution of Ethiopia's 
broad masses. Therefore, the government will stand by the side of all 
progressive elements and will take all the necessary measures against direct 
or indirect attempts by reactionary forces to obstruct the achievements of 
Ethiopia's revolution. No one will be given the chance to sabotage the 
revolutionary proclamations and especially those that made rural land the 
collective property of the Ethiopian people and ended monarchical and 
feudal rule in Ethiopia. 


SECTION IV 
CONCLUSION 
As soon as the masses are properly organized and a popular revolutionary 
front is formed, an assembly which will assume state power will be 
established. Such an assembly will consist of representatives of parties and 
popular organizations that have participated in the front. Members of the 
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assembly will be elected democratically and through secret ballot. In ac- 
cordance with the constitution that such an assembly will approve, the 
people's republic of Ethiopia under the leadership of the working class 
party will be declared. 

To facilitate these steps, to coordinate the dissemination of the principles 
of scientific socialism. to aid the anti-feudal, anti-imperialist and anti- 
bureaucratic capitalist struggle of the broad masses of Ethiopia, and in 
general to help all efforts of the masses to be organized in order to form a 
popular revolutionary front, to find ways of advancing the revolutionary 
front, to find ways of advancing the revolution, a Provisional Office For 
People's Organizational Affairs is hereby established. 
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